REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


(  i 


1- 

■ 


I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/aldenhomesteadduOOalde 


TEAD 


DUXBORY,  MASS. 


SHRINE  OF  MILLIONS 


Of  Descendents  of  John  Alden 

and 

His  Wife,  Priscilla  Mullens 


By  EDWARD  S.  ALDEN 

^  — ■iWiiin.iwuffWHjinin. 

- - 1  ^finritHMilirrurffiit  hla 


Owned  by 

ALDEN  KINDRED  OF  AMERICA,  Inc. 

Leased  by 

CHARLES  L.  ALDEN,  Treasurer 


Copyright,  1932,  Edward  S.  Alden 


78  73^7  15 


:‘  ‘  *  '\  -,  . 

■:.  •'-^  •"-  '  ■■  'i’.r  ' 

t.  ',*,'  /.  '.„,'  ■•■;■  -':  :Vi 


k  w:  • 


•:t  -Ziv 


.  t . 


rj>.  ,a&AM,,y;jrTaxu.a 


■'1. 


e 


■r ,' 


?//.() WJit/i  aMiHHa 


y, 


nablA  riflol  k>  <jn^»hrit)'>«t>(l  i(-> 

bnc  i  "V 

dfi'jllulA'rclJijunH  ,'jiiV/  iiiH  , 

.-  -  ■  1  '• 

•  'h  *  ■/ 


*  * .s>-  j. i>‘  ',  ’ 


.•  V  i'*  V 


v»- 


'  -  ii 


*  ■  ‘  * 


'. »" 


T  », 


•  / 


^  *  '-A 
.  #  ,  ^  .*  \^’- 


A 


*1- 


-  i 


'A' 


Kj  ■  t.. 


'■‘-f 


A  r'* 


'  't*  y,  /  w 

'•/A,*  '.V*X 

V-r. 


i 


•tw  'T* 


/»^lf  ^ew^r.! 


'•«■' 


♦-ll 


1^#  ,¥> 


,  ,il 


M'- 


« 


¥ 

■4 

','5 


r-.  ■ 


I 


I 

i 


■<5 

S 


c 

R 

R 

<3 

R 

A 


•<> 


I 


R‘ 

R 

R 

Q 


.  Q> 


;5 


•  ♦«» 


-5; 


■5 

•c 

Uo 

R 


<u 

Vj 


Alden  Homestead 


3 


Alden  Homestead 

by 

Edward  s.  alden 

SO  MANY  questions  have  arisen  concerning  the  shrine  of  the 
Aldens  in  America  that  the  writer  has  felt  some  effort  should 
be  made  to  compile  a  complete  and  concise  history  of  the  house. 
In  line  with  this,  records  were  searched,  people  interviewed,  and 
facts  gleaned  from  every  available  source,  in  an  effort  to  furnish 
such  a  history  as  would  answer  all  questions.  In  order  to 
furnish  complete  information,  the  writer  has  gone  back  to  our 
Pilgrim  ancestors,  the  original  Aldens  in  America. 

The  first  house  occupied  by  John  and  Priscilla  Alden  was 
situated  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Plymouth  described  as  follows  on 
page  54  of  Ancient  Landmarks  oj Plymouth: — ‘‘Records  of  titles 
show  that  John  Alden  occupied  the  spot  where  School  Street 
enters  Town  Square.” 

On  page  193,  under  the  sub-title,  “Town  Square,  North 
Side,”  it  says;  “A  special  interest  attaches  to  the  North  Side 
of  Town  Square,  as  there  the  house  of  Governor  Bradford  and 
the  first  meeting-house  of  the  colony  were  situated.  The  earliest 
records  indicate  that  all  the  land  between  Burial  Hill  and  Main 
Street  once  belonged  to  John  Alden  and  William  Bradford. 
The  land  of  John  Alden  covered  the  site  of  the  old  schoolhouse 
and  School  Street,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  before  his  removal 
to  Duxbury  in  1627  he  there  lived.  On  his  removal  it  was 
probably  surrendered,  as  in  later  records  it  is  called  Town 
Commons.” 

On  page  286  of  the  same  book.  Ancient  Landmarks  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  it  tells  the  story  of  School  Street,  and  then  goes  on  to  tell 
of  those  who  had  lots  there,  and  describes  their  location.  At 
the  opening  of  this  description  is  this  very  interesting  statement: 

“At  what  date  School  Street  was  opened  the  writer  (William  T.  Davis, 
the  author)  finds  nothing  on  the  records  enabling  him  to  determine.  The 
only  reference  bearing  on  it  is  at  the  date  of  1799,  when,  by  vote  of  the  town, 
it  was  widened  at  the  northerly  end,  between  the  alley  and  the  square  by 
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taking  a  strip  from  abutters  on  the  easterly  side.  It  was  probably  a  way 
thrown  out  by  owners  of  land  on  Main  and  Court  Streets  to  reach  the  stables 
in  the  rear  of  their  lots,  which  gradually  by  consent  of  owners,  became  a  town 
way.  Burial  Hill  came  down  to  this  way,  as  it  should  today,  and  as  it  is  hoped 
it  will  do  again  at  some  future  time,  carrying  its  slope  to  the  street  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  engine-house  lot  recently  graded  and  fenced  by  the  town. 
In  the  hour  of  adversity,  however,  the  town  saw  fit  to  dispose  of  lots  along 
the  base  of  the  hill,  and  replenish  its  treasury  at  the  expense  of  a  permanent 
blemish  and  disfigurement  in  the  center  of  the  village.” 

Then  the  record  goes  on  to  tell  of  the  various  lots  owned,  by 
whom,  etc.  The  closing  sentences  refer  to  the  John  Alden  lot  as 
follows: — 

“The  next  and  last  lot  on  School  Street,  originally  a  part  of  the  estate  of 
John  Alden,  but  surrendered  by  him  when  he  became  a  non-resident,  has 
always  been  held  by  the  town  since  1627,  and  was  always  a  vacant  lot  until 
1765,  when  the  schoolhouse,  a  few  years  since  converted  into  an  engine-house, 
and  recently  taken  down,  was  built.  The  lot  west  of  the  Alden  lot,  and  now 
a  part  of  Burial  Hill,  was,  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony,  owned  and  occupied 
by  William  Holmes,  who,  next  to  Miles  Standish,  was  the  chief  military 
personage  in  the  settlement.  In  1638  he  sold  it  to  Nathaniel  Souther,  who 
probably,  .on  his  removal  to  Boston  in  1649,  surrendered  it  to  the  colony. 
Holmes,  in  his  deed  describes  it  as  ‘That  house  and  garden  place  on  the  north 
side  of  the  High  Street,  between  the  lands  of  Mr.  John  Alden  and  the  fort.’” 

The  foregoing  record  seems  to  make  certain  that  John  Alden 
had  a  house  in  Plymouth  until  1627,  when  he  moved  to  Duxbury 
to  live,  and  it  also  establishes  quite  clearly,  the  location  of  the 
house.  The  Alden  Kindred  of  America,  Inc.,  is  in  hopes  it  may 
before  long  have  a  suitable  monument  erected  here  to  forever 
mark  the  site  of  the  first  Alden  house. 

The  record  is  not  quite  so  clear  as  to  the  exact  date  of  the 
building  of  the  second  Alden  house,  and  the  first  in  Duxbury. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  some  time  during  1626,  this  second 
house  was  built  on  the  land  acquired  by  John  Alden,  and  which 
is  now  marked  by  a  tablet,  upon  which  is  the  inscription:  Site 
of  JoJm  Alden  House,  built  162^,  as  shown  in  illustration. 

This  tablet  was  placed  here  by  Mr.  Wright,  who  owned  the 
property  at  one  time.  After  his  death  it  was  acquired  from  his 
estate  by  Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden,  treasurer  of  the  Alden  Kindred  of 
America,  who  now  owns  it. 

It  is  believed  that  two  children  of  Johni  and  Priscilla  Alden, 
Elizabeth^  and  John^,  were  born  in  Plymouth  and  that  most  if 
not  all  the  other  nine  were  born  in  Duxbury. 

It  is  reported  that  in  1627* John  definitely  established  him¬ 
self  in  Duxbury  and  gave  up  his  holdings  in  Plymouth. 
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Site  of  first  house  of  John  Alden  in  Duxbury.  House  shown  in  upper  right  hcmd  corner  is 

present  Alden  House  built  by  Jonathan^  in  i6yj. 


The  house  built  by  Johni  at  Duxbury  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
the  exact  date  not  being  known  to  the  writer.  It  is  said  that 
for  a  time  after  his  house  burned  Johni  lived  with  his  son  Joseph^, 
in  Bridgewater.  Later,  upon  the  completion  of  the  present  house 
in  Duxbury  by  Jonathan^  in  1653,  his  father  and  mother,  John^ 
and  Priscilla,  came  to  live  with  him  and  both  died  in  the  Alden 
house  now  standing. 

This  house  is  the  only  one  extant  in  which  any  of  the  Pil¬ 
grims  lived.  All  of  the  other  houses  in  which  any  of  the  May¬ 
flower  Pilgrims  lived  have  long  since  disappeared.  Many  of  the 
timbers  of  some  of  the  other  first  homes  were  used  to  build  the 
present  Harlow  house  in  Plymouth,  but  no  Pilgrim  ever  lived 
in  it. 

About  forty-five  years  ago  Charles  L.  Alden  tried  to  buy  the 
Old  Homestead  of  the,  then,  owners,  John  W.  and  Henry  Alden. 
A  price  of  $1,200.00  was  agreed  upon,  with  John  W.,  the  occupant 
of  the  house,  to  receive  a  little  more  for  his  share  than  Henry 
because  his  was  the  larger  part.  Upon  Henry’s  finding  this  out 
he  refused  to  go  through  with  the  sale. 
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Apparently  the  agitation  for  the  purchase  of  the  Old  Home¬ 
stead  was  started  anew  at  the  reunion  held  at  Boston,  August  9, 
1905,  as  a  result  of  the  speech  of  George  W.  Alden  who  said  in 
part,  urging  the  purchase:  “By  a  home  I  mean  a  tract  of  land, 
large  or  small  as  may  seem  best,  or  as  can  be  secured  with  some 
sort  of  an  enduring  building  upon  it  in  which  can  be  stored  the 
relics,  books,  papers  and  other  items  of  interest  to  the  kindred, 
and  near  which  and  about  which  we  can  gather  from  year  to  year 
as  children  gather  at  the  home  of  their  childhood  at  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  time.  ^Be  it  ever  so  humble,  there’s  no  place  like  home,’  and 
yet  here’s  a  great  family  of  New  Englanders  without  any  home. 
Let’s  have  one.  One  of  the  most  proper  ambitions  therefor  for 
us  to  cherish  is,  it  seems  to  me,  that  a  family  feeling  must  develop 
from  these  annual  gatherings,  so  strong  that  we  should  feel 
impelled  to  provide  some  common  home  where  at  least  once  a 
year  we  should  assemble  and  look  into  each  other’s  faces  as 
members  of  the  same  family,  heirs  to  the  same  blessings,  actuated 
by  similar  thoughts  and  motives,  there  to  be  helped  by  the 
inspiration  that  would  come  from  such  associations.” 

The  official  record  of  this  reunion,  Aug.  9,  1905,  goes  on  to 
say: — “Hon.  George  D.  Alden  made  an  eloquent  appeal  for 
funds  to  purchase  the  Old  Homestead  at  Duxbury.  The  follow¬ 
ing  pledges  were  given: — 


“Twenty-five  dollars  (^25.00)  per  year  for  five  years”: — 


Mr.  Augustus  E.  Alden, 

Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden, 

Mr.  George  VV.  Alden, 

Mr.  John  W.  Alden, 

Hon.  George  D.  Alden, 

Mr.  Wayne  W.  Blossom, 

Mr.  William  A.  Blossom, 

Mr.  Abner  A.  Kingman, 

Mrs.  Marian  A.  O’Donoghue, 
Mr.  George  F.  Washburn, 


Boston 
Hyde  Park 
Brockton 
Roxbury 
Boston 

Concord  Junction 

Boston 

Brookline 

Boston 

Dedham 


“Ten  dollars  ($10.00)  per  year  for  five  years”: — 

Miss  Claire  K.  Alden,  Dorchester 

Mr.  Richard  B.  Alden,  Dorchester 

Mr.  Walter  E.  Blanchard,  Quincy 

and  a  lady  who  wrote  the  Secretary  “Both  my  father  and  mother  were  des¬ 
cendants  of  John  Alden.  I  do  not  wish  my  name  mentioned  publicly,  but 
I  will  give  ten  dollars  a  year  for  five  years.” 
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Alden  Homestead 


“Five  dollars  (I5.00)  per  year  for  five  years’’: — 

Mr.  D.  G.  Alden,  Cambridge 

Mrs.  Marion  Babcock,  Walpole 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Mears,  Albany,  N.Y. 

“Mr.  Herbert  K.  Haskins  of  New  Bedford  pledged  a  check  of  ^25.00 
when  he  arrived  home  and  Mr.  Austin  H.  Sweet  of  Norton  pledged  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  in  memory  of  his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Selvia.  A.  F.  Alden  Mes- 
singer  (^100.00). 

We  find  in  the  official  records  of  the  Alden  Kindred,  the 
record  of  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  October  16, 
1906,  at  Boston,  which  reads: — 

“Pres»  George  W.  Alden  in  the  chair.  Voted  that  the  President  and 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  purchase  the  Alden  Homestead,  situated  in  Dux- 
bury.  Mass.,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  ($500.00)  dollars  and  that 
the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  use  the  building  fund  for  the  payment  of  the 
same.” 

This  action  was  approved  by  the  reunion  held  at  Nantasket, 
August  7,  1907,  the  following  motion  being  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  that  meeting: — 

“Voted  that  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
follow  up  the  matter  of  the  purchasing  of  the  Old  Homestead  at  Duxbury. 
The  Chair  appointed  the  following  to  serv^e  on  this  committee: — Mr.  Charles 
L.  Alden,  Mr.  Augustus  E.  x^lden,  and  Mr.  George  F.  Washburn.  Later  in 
the  session,  by  vote  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  John  F.  Simmons  was  added  to  this 
committee.” 

The  report  of  the  reunion  of  August  7,  1907,  in  the  Brockton 
n  mes^  tells  of  Gordon  A.  Southworth,  of  Somerville,  addressing 
the  meeting  on  the  subject  “The  Present  Status  of  the  Negotia¬ 
tions  for  the  Old  Homestead,”  saying  in  part: — 

“The  present  owner  is  John  Tolman  Alden,  who  purchased  it  15  years 
ago  from  John  W.  Alden.  He  was  a  man  of  large  ideas,  and  of  a  visionary 
disposition.  His  plan  was  to  make  the  house  a  memorial  to  the  original 
John  Alden,  and  to  fill  it  with  heirlooms.  He  lost  all  his  property,  except  the 
homestead,  through  unfortunate  investments.  He  became  ill  and  was  Judged 
insane.  He  has  been  ill,  till  the  last  few  months,  in  an  asylum  in  St.  Louis. 
He  is  not  competent  to  transact  business.  When  he  purchased  the  house,  he 
idealized  the  present  occupants.  They  claim  that  he  gave  them  a  life  tenure 
of  the  property.  Whoever  buys  the  house  will  buy  it  with  this  claim  upon  it, 
although  the  occupants  would,  of  course,  be  obliged  to  show  documentary 
evidence  of  this.  The  question  of  having  a  guardian  appointed  had  been 
discussed.” 

Mr.  Southworth  hoped  some  action  would  be  taken  at  an 
early  date  to  purchase  the  liomestead. 
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The  question  was  discussed  for  a  few  minutes  by  members 
of  the  organization,  after  Mr.  Southworth  finished  his  address 
and  it  was  evident  that  the  members  were  anxious  to  gain 
possession  of  the  property  as  soon  as  the  owner  is  competent  to 
sell  it. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  at  loo 
Boylston  Street,  Boston  office  E.  Alden,  January  30,  1908, 
the  following  is  recorded: — 

“Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden,  the  Treasurer,  gave  a  brief  report  of  work  done 
by  the  Homestead  committee  in  which  he  stated  the  Homestead  had  been 
purchased  and  was  now  owned  by  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America. 

“It  was  voted  that  Mr.  C.  L.  Alden,  Mr.  George  W.  Alden  and  Mr.  Gus- 
tavus  F.  Alden  be  a  committee  to  visit  Ivir.  Wright,  the  owner  of  the  original 
site  to  see  if  the  same  could  not  be  secured  as  a  gift  to  the  Alden  Kindred 
upon  guarantee  that  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars  be  raised  for  a  hlemorial 
Building.” 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  deed,  given  the  Alden  Kindred 
of  America  by  Mr.  Gordon  A.  Southworth,  guardian  of  John 
Tolman  Alden,  the  then  owner  of  the  Homestead:— 

KNOW  ALL  MEN  BY  THESE  PRESENTS 

that  whereas,  I,  Gordon  A.  Southworth  of  Somerville  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  as  Guardian  of  John  T.  Alden,  an  insane  person  of  Farming- 
ton  in  the  State  of  Missouri  by  virtue  of  a  license  granted  to  me  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  November  A.  D.  1907  by  the  Probate  Court  for  the  County  of  Plymouth 
in  said  Commonwealth,  sold  the  real  estate  of  the  said  Alden  hereinafter 
described  at  private  sale  to  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America,  a  duly  organized 
Corporation  under  the  laws  of  said  Commonwealth  tor  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars.  Now  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum  ot  three 
hundred  dollars  to  me  paid  by  the  said  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  I  do,  as  Guardian  as  aforesaid,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  license,  hereby  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  unto 
the  said  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America  a  certain  lot  of  land  lying  in  Duxbury 
in  said  Plymouth  County  with  the  buildings  thereon  being  the  John  Alden 
place,  so  called,  bounded  Northerly  on  Alden  Street  (137H)  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  and  one-half  feet.  Easterly  on  land  of  Georgianna  B.  Wright 
(6383^)  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  one-half  feet.  Southerly  on  other 
land  of  said  Wright  (256)  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet  and  Westerly  on  the 
location  of  the  New  York,  New  Flaven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company, 
being  the  same  premises  conveyed  to  said  John  T.  Alden  by  John  W.  Alden 
by  deed  dated  March  24,  1896  and  recorded  with  Plymouth  County  Heeds, 
Book  719  Page  156,  reference  thereto  being  had.  To  have  and  to  hold  the 
granted  premises,  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging 
to  the  said  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America  its  successors  and  assigns,  to  their 
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own  use  and  behoof  forever.  In  witness  whereof  I  hereto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  thirteenth  day  of  November  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seven. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  oj  1  Gordon  A.  Southworth  [Seal] 

Florence  A.  Chaney  J 


COMMONWEALTH'  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Middlesex  ss.  November  13,  1907.  Then  personally  appeared  the  above- 
named  Gordon  A.  Southworth  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  he 
his  free  act  and  deed^  before  me^ 

George  M.  Wadsworth, 

Justice  of  the  Peace 


Rec'd  Nov.  21.,  /po/?  cit  p.yo  P.  M.  and  recorded. 


John  B.  Washburn, 

Register. 


The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  Plymouth  County  Registry  of  Deeds  ^  Book  gSy 
P^ges  532  and  533. 

Attest: 

{Signed)  John  B.  Washburn, 

Register. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  DEEDS 


John  W.  Alden  to  John  T.  Alden  Vol.  719,  Page  156 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents 

that  I,  John  W.  Alden  of  Duxbury,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
in  consideration  of  one  dollar  and  other  valuable  considerations  paid  by  John 
T.  Alden  of  the  City  of  St.  I.ouis  in  the  State  of  Missouri  the  receipt  whereof 
is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  unto 
the  said  John  T.  Alden  a  certain  parcel  of  land  with  a  dwelling  house  and  other 
buildings  thereon,  situated  in  said  Duxbury,  lying  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Alden  Street,  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows:  northerly  by  said  Alden, 
there  measuring  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  feet;  easterly 
by  land  of  Georgianna  B.  Wright,  there  measuring  about  six  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  and  a  half  feet;  southerly  by  said  land  of  said  Wright,  there  meas¬ 
uring  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet  and  westerly  by  the  location  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company. 

Being  all  the  same  premises  conveyed  to  me  by  two  deeds;  the  first  from 
Henry  B.  Alden,  dated  April  13,  1892,  and  recorded  with  Plymouth  Deeds, 
Book  630,  Page  298,  and  the  second  from  Frank  Alden  of  even  date  and 
recorded  herewith. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  granted  premises  with  all  the  privileges  and  ap¬ 
purtenances  thereto  belonging  to  the  said  John  T.  Alden  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns  to  their  own  use  and  behoof  forever.  And  I  do  hereby  for  myself  and 
my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  covenant  with  the  said  grantee  and 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  1  am  lawfully  seized  in  fee  simple  of  the  granted 
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premises,  that  they  are  free  from  all  encumbrances  except  existing  mortgages, 
that  I  have  good  right  to  sell  and  convey  the  same  aforesaid;  and  that  I  will, 
and  my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators  shall  warrant  and  defend  the 
same  to  the  said  grantee  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  against  the  lawful 
claims  and  demands  of  all  persons,  except  as  aforesaid. 

And  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  I,  Sylvia  J.  Alden,  wife  of  said  John 
W.  Alden  do  hereby  release  unto  the  said  grantee  and  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
all  right  of  or  to  both  Dower  and  Homestead  in  the  granted  premises.' 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  said  John  W,  Alden  and  Sylvia  J.  Alden, 
hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  March  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

John  W.  Alden  {Seal) 

Sylvia  J.  Alden  {Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Plymouth  ss.  Duxbury,  April  i6,  1896 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  John  W.  Alden  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  before  me, 

William  W.  Brewster,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Rec’d  April  25,  1896,  at  4  P.  M.  and  recorded. 

Wm.  S.  Danforth,  Register. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  DEEDS 

Frank  Alden  to  John  W.  Alden  Vol.  719,  Page  95 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Preserits 

that  I,  Frank  Alden  of  Brockton,  (formerly  of  Rockland)  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  consideration  of  one  dollar  and  other  valuable 
considerations  paid  by  John  W.  Alden  of  Duxbury  in  said  Commonwealth 
the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain, 
sell  and  convey,  unto  the  said  John  W.  Alden,  a  certain  parcel  of  land  lying 
on  the  easterly  side  of  the  railroad  and  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  town  road 
now  called  Alden  street  in  said  town  of  Duxbury  and  bounded  and  described 
as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  lot  on  said  Alden 
street,  at  a  stone  monument  on  the  easterly  line  of  said  railroad  company’s 
land;  thence  running  by  said  Alden  street  easterly  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  and  one-half  feet  to  a  stone  monument,  thence  turning  and  running 
southerly  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  one-half  feet  to  a  corner  of  the 
garden  fence;  thence  westerly  to  a  stone  monument  on  the  easterly  line  of 
the  railroad  company’s  land;  thence  northerly  by  said  railroad  three  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  and  one-half  feet  to  the  point  of  the  beginning.  Reserving 
the  westerly  half  of  the  shop  and  hereby  conveying  subject  to  any  and  all 
existing  rights  of  way. 

Also  conveying  the  easterly  half  of  the  dwelling  house,  situated  a  few 
feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of  the  above  described  lot,  with  all  my  right. 
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title  and  interest  in  and  to  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  belong¬ 
ing.  Said  premises  were  conveyed  to  me  by  deed  of  John  Alden  dated  August 
28,  1883. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  granted  premises,  with  all  the  privileges  and  ap¬ 
purtenances  thereto  belonging  to  the  said  John  W.  Alden  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  their  own  use  and  behoof  forever.  And  I  do  hereby  for  myself  and 
my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  covenant  with  'said  grantee  and  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  that  I  am  lawfully  seized  in  fee  simple  if  the  granted  pre¬ 
mises,  that  they  are  free  from  all  encumbrances,  except  a  certain  mortgage 
recorded  with  Plymouth  Deeds  Book  518,  Page  206,  that  I  have  good  right 
to  sell  and  convey  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  that  I  will  and  my  heirs,  exe¬ 
cutors  and  administrators  shall  warrant  and  defend  the  same  to  the  said 
grantee  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  against  the  lawful  claims  and  de¬ 
mands  of  all  persons  except  as  aforesiad.  And  for  the  consideration  aforesaid, 
I,  Eva  M.  Alden,  wife  of  Prank  Alden,  do  hereby  release  unto  the  grantee 
and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  right  of  or  to  both  Dower  and  Homestead  in  the 
granted  premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  said  Frank  Alden  and  Eva  M.  Alden,  the 
said  Eva  M.  Alden  having  been  absent  and  not  heard  from  for  seven  years 
and  is  believed  to  be  dead,  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  twenty- 
third  day  of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

C.  C.  King  {Seal) 

Frank  x^lden  {Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Plymouth  ss.  Brockton,  April  i,  1896 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Frank  Alden  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  before  me, 

Charles  C.  Khng,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Rec’d  April  14,  1896  at  5.20  P.  M.  and  recorded 

Wm.  S.  Danforth,  Register. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  DEEDS 

H  enry  B.  Alden  to  John  W.  Alden  Vol.  630,  Page  298 

Know  all  Meyi  by  these  Presents 

that  I,  Henry  B.  Alden  of  Plymouth,  in  the  County  of  Plymouth  and  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  consideration  of  seven  hundred  dollars  to  me 
paid  by  John  W.  Alden  of  Duxbury  in  said  County  of  Plymouth  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and 
convey  unto  the  said  John  W.  Alden  a  certain  lot  of  land  with  tlie  westerly 
half  of  the  dwelling  house  thereon  situated  in  said  Duxbury,  being  a  portion 
of  the  John  Alden  estate  and  bounded  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  Be¬ 
ginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  premises  by  land  of  John  W.  x^lden 


I,j»,,h  nMk  (iHctT.lo  !;■»(,  Y^f  3«,  ol  L:y/,;p,.>  si-.*'  i-^i.iwf  hoi^  Igni 

i^'ir  7'l  I A  '!//'"  L'ioil  o.t  !.».;  Dvuif!^- 

Uk  W  *i/ v7  "‘^^*  oj  iimnoh^  oi,W>  i»<«ri,ttuq 

7;^  (  '  X'<»'i»«  *jli  1  Lm/i  .lav-jio^  lot.fl:.d  f,iic  i^u  r.y^.,  -iinii  oi  i-ralwa 

’W|’'ll'’l<Sr':^'>  TVl’otfObi!  I>/16  .il'iYri'  .  m 

'J,'!i  "'“’W  «  .c-'.nKiflmiyjnb  Hi,  irunl  wi  i,r.  ysili  ikHi  /i«,i,« 

nLTr*' 

.  jA-.a  .A.i/n  (til  i^nii  fii//  I  M.fi,  J.ir^-^ioli;  i^r.  :;riu:,i,  jfit  ^  oi 

.H,  n,  U-„e.i,:oW  L  .n  -.,^.(1  ,(,..1  „i  ,o  ,H^',  ||«  T/iJ. 

n.n-w/h  K,  i  '/‘^  f"'  .M  ..-v-:?  hiM 

.x«^-n.„,i;  ii.,«  L^ii,:,iri  to.nr.;4r;rf^T'rfo4iA^ 

,  -  •■  lo  -»nofc3w -Jill  nrb,,rjv<lub  l>m! 
pv^a  y^.D  R*,  « 


T 

•Jie  fliiioiuyi'l 


<i  iaii’.lffDA<i<'AM  to  HTJ/idV/’/OMI^O^ 
j  lnc,|A  ,nojXDoiH  . 

-VIOnHuj;  tin/i  H>lj,k  Aluyl  J,9,„b„  jv,*;,;  bslClrflKfi  v|(j-,  oni-in  r<,Ml  l' 

'.noHifl  , iiDOb  bflll  "I'll;  ,j,,il  -All  At  trt  ■  ^  '  *  ■  3P i 

, U  71.  DfiM  771.  ^(,0f  YtU/iTiinjidi  gmoji-Jicl  -jiIj  fiouL-.! 

.’y>u'»<v  vn^vvi\;  ay/.iA  : > 

"*  , 

\  bafno'jbi  LfiA  .1/.  .4  )A  dc8i  ,|.I  (hqA  i:;'TJil 

jHTAof  (f  ./?  -.f/./7  ^  <  i'  '  »’J| 

- 1::!:  ■  ^ '  '■  ^  ■=  ; 

a  h.irmJ 

Y'lVJJOO  HT  K/iyiYJM 

(  m>A  i  ^o[i)  JO  /  vtcfcuA  .*//  or  mjojA  Af  vuviAH 

'  '  •  t3^c%7\  vi  is^VA  \W  iin»w‘A  V  7^'7:i 


noiitoo  B  vnitKl  viT/iyu?!  iT^  -  j 

-»H  ;.7w  or.“oiwl  .t, I0  tf.H 

ni'blA.  ,V/  nt),jl  I0  Liibl  -ffl  lilt  jnv!n  k"*‘ P*WAi  qft<i(  urij  lo 

n»..l  10  uihl  (ri  k  iflin..-,  Jwviilny,,  ^,1,  ,«  V.iania 


Alden  Homestead 


14 

and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  and  running  thence  by  said  railroad  south  3° 
west  5  rods  and  12  links  and  south  74°  west  20  links,  thence  south  30°  west 
13  rods  15  links  to  land  of  Georgianna  B.  Wright,  thence  by  said  Wright’s 
land  north  78°  east  15}^  rods,  thence  by  said  Wright’s  land  north  18°  west 
18  rods  and  6  links,  thence  by  land  of  John  W.  Alden  south  82°  15'  west 
8  rods  and  18  links  to  point  of  beginning,  containing  one  acre  and  sixty-two 
rods  more  or  less. 

Said  premises  were  devised  to  me  by  will  of  my  late  father  Henry  Alden 
deceased. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  granted  premises,  with  all  the  privileges  and  ap¬ 
purtenances  thereto  belonging  to  the  said  John  W.  Alden  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  their  own  use  and  behoof  forever.  And  I  hereby,  for  myself  and 
my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  covenant  with  the  grantee  and  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  that  I  am  lawfully  seized  in  fee  simple  of  the  granted  pre¬ 
mises,  that  they  are  free  from  all  encumbrances,  that  I  have  good  right  to 
sell  and  convey  the  same  aforesaid,  and  that  I  will,  and  my  heirs,  executors 
and  administrators  shall  Warrant  and  Defend  the  same  to  the  grantee  and 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  against  the  lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all 
persons.  And  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  I,  Ella  C.  Alden,  wife  of  Henry 
B.  Alden,  hereby  release  unto  the  grantee  and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  right 
of  or  to  both  Dower  and  Homestead  in  the  granted  premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  said  Henry  B.  Alden  and  Ella  C.  Alden,  here¬ 
unto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  thirteenth  day  of  April  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 

in  presence  of  H.  B.  Alden  {Seal) 

James  C.  Bates  Ella  C.  Alden  {Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Plymouth  ss.  April  13,  1892 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Henry  B.  Alden  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  before  me. 

Herb  ERT  Morissey,  Justice  oj  the  Peace. 
Rec’d  April  13,  1892  at  11.07  recorded. 

Wm.  S.  Dan  forth.  Register. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  DEEDS 

John  Alden  to  Frank  Alden  Vol.  505,  Page  503 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents 

that  I,  John  Alden  of  Duxbury,  in  the  County  of  Plymouth  and  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  consideration  of  one  dollar  to  me  paid  by  Frank 
Alden  of  Rockland  in  said  County  and  Commonwealth  and  also  other  good 
and  sufficient  considerations,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do 
hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  unto  the  said  Frank  Alden  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  situated  on  the  easterly  side 
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of  the  railroad  and  on  the  town  road  leading  from  the  l^r.  John  Porter  house 
to  the  store  of  the  late  John  Alden  in  said  town  of  Duxbury,  and  bounded  and 
described  as  follows,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the. northwest  corner  of  the  lot  on 
said  town  road,  at  a  stone  monument  on  the  easterly  line  of  said  railroad 
company’s  land,  thence  running  by  said  town  road,  easterly  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  feet,  (1373^)  to  a  stone  monument;  then  turning  and 
running  southerly,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  (337}^)  feet  to 
a  corner  of  the  garden  fence;  thence  westerly  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
and  one  half  feet  to  a  stone  monument  on  the  easterly  line  of  said  railroad 
company’s  land;  thence  northerly  by  said  railroad  three  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty-seven  and  a  halt  teet  to  the  point  of  beginning.  Reserving  however,  the 
westerly  half  of  the  shed  standing  on  said  lot  and  a  right  of  way  to  the  same, 
also  a  right  of  way  across  the  westerly  side  of  said  lot,  as  stated  in  deed  from 
Mary  Alden  to  me  dated  Oct.  10,  j88i,  and  recorded  Book  476,  Page  77, 
Plymouth  County  Registry  of  Deeds. 

2.  Also,  the  easterly  half  ot  the  dw^elling  house  situated  a  few  feet  south  of 
the  southerly  line  of  the  above  described  lot  with  all  my  right  title  and  inter¬ 
est,  all  and  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  belonging  thereto,  and  which  I 
have  under  the  will  of  my  mother,  Mary  Alden,  deceased. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  granted  premises,  with  all  the  privileges  and 
appurtenances  thereto  belonging  to  the  said  Frank  Alden  and  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  their  own  use  and  behoof  forever.  And  I  hereby,  for  myself  and 
my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  covenant  with  the  grantee  and  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  that  I  am  lawfully  seized  in  fee  simple  of  the  granted  pre¬ 
mises,  that  they  are  free  from  all  encumbrances  except  as  herein  before  men¬ 
tioned,  that  I  have  good  right  to  sell  and  convey  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  I  will,  and  my  heirs  and  executors  and  administrators  shall  Warrant  and 
Defend  the  same  to  the  grantee  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  against  the 
lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all  persons. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  John  Alden  (being  unmarried)  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  August  in  the  year  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 

in  presence  of  John  Alden  {Seal) 

E.  R.  Studley  E.  R.  Studley  {Seal) 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Plymouth  ss.  Aug.  30,  1883 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  John  Alden  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed,  before  me, 

E.  R.  Studley,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Rec’d  May  6,  1884  at  10.30  A.  M.  and  recorded. 

Wm.  S.  Danforth,  Register. 
PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Est.  Mary  Alden  Vol.  153,  Page  243 

Be  it  remembered  that  I,  Mary  Alden  of  Duxbury,  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  being  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  but  knowing  the 
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uncertainty  of  this  life,  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  After  the 
payment  of  my  just  debts  and  funeral  charges,  I  bequeath  and  devise  as  fol¬ 
lows: — 

1st — I  give  to  my  daughter,  Mary  Cushman,  all  the  furniture  and  movables 
in  the  westerly  front  room  and  chamber  over  the  same,  also  all  my  wearing 
apparel  wherever  it  may  be  found. 

2nd — I  give  to  my  son,  John  Alden,  that  part  of  my  real  estate  lying  on  the 
westerly  side  of,  and  adjoining  to  the  Duxbury  and  Cohasset  railroad  also 
my  seven  acre  wood  lot,  be  there  more  or  less,  for  his  own  use  and  disposal. 
I  also  give  to  my  son,  in  consideration  that  he  shall  make  no  claim  on  my  es¬ 
tate  after  my  decease,  for  any  services  rendered  me  during  my  life,  the  east¬ 
erly  half  of  the  house  in  which  I  now  live  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  after 
his  decease  so  long  as  the  house  shall  stand;  also  the  easterly  half  of  the  wood 
shed,  also  the  privilege  of  using  water  from  the  well,  also  the  right  to  pass  to 
and  fro  from  the  house,  shed  and  well,  the  usual  travelled  way,  and  to  and 
from  the  street  by  the  roadway. 

I  also  give  to  my  son  John  the  furniture  and  movables  in  the  easterly 
front  room  and  chamber  over  the  same,  including  my  air  tight  and  cooking 
stoves. 

jrd — I  give  to  my  son,  Henry  Alden,  the  remainder  of  my  real  estate  lying 
on  the  easterly  side  and  adjoining  to  the  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  railroad,  and 
the  westerly  half  of  the  house  and  all  of  the  ell  part,  and  the  westerly  half  of 
the  wood  shed  thereon,  (the  land  subject  to  the  rights  of  my  son  John  as  be¬ 
fore  mentioned)  also  the  furniture  and  movables  in  the  bed  room  below  and 
the  old  bureau  in  the  middle  kitchen. 

4th — I  give  to  my  grand  daughter,  Mary  Cushman  Sampson,  my  best  china 
tea  set,  my  goblets  and  six  silver  tea  spoons. 

^th — 1  give  to  my  grand  daughter,  Lucia  S.  Weston,  my  other  tea  set. 

6th — The  balance  of  the  furniture  and  movables  in  the  house,  I  wish  my 
children  to  divide  amongst  themselves  without  disagreement. 

yth — Should  there  be  any  money  in  the  Savings  Banks  at  Plymouth  or 
notes  and  securities  of  any  kind  left  at  my  decease  it  is  my  will  that  it  be 
equally  divided  among  all  my  children. 

8th — I  hereby  appoint  Hambleton  E.  Smith  of  Duxbury  my  executor  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  request  that  he  be  exempt  from  giving 
the  customary  bonds. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  in  the  presence  of 
three  witnesses  declare  this  to  be  my  last  will,  this  twenty-first  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Mary  Alden 

On  this  twenty-first  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1879,  Mary  Alden  of  Duxbury, 
Massachusetts,  signed  the  foregoing  instrument  in  our  presence,  declaring 
it  to  be  her  last  will,  and  as  witnesses  thereof,  we  three  do  now,  at  her  request, 
in  her  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  hereto  subscribe  our  names. 

Hambleton  E.  Smith 
John  S.  Loring 
Charles  P.  Grueby 
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In  the  Brockton  Times  of  August  6,  1908,  we  find  recorded 
speeches  by  Ebenezer  Alden  on  “Facts  and  Traditions  Concern¬ 
ing  the  Alden  House/’  and  by  President  George  W.  Alden  on 
“What  Next?” 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Alden  said: — 

“As  we  gather  here  (Old  Homestead,  Duxbury)  today,  we  feel  as  if  we 
had  come  home  to  our  father’s  house,  and  we  wish  to  know  as  much  as  possible 
about  the  Alden  homestead.  About  this  old  house  there  cluster  many  facts 
and  traditions  of  unusual  interest.  Not  to  ourselves  alone,  but  to  the  people 
of  our  splendid  country,  who  unite  with  us  in  doing  homage  to  the  memory  of 
the  builder.  Hence  we  are  to  be  pardoned,  I  am  sure,  if  we  spend  a  few 
moments  of  this  day  in  recalling  some  of  these  facts  and  traditions.  It  is  a 
matter  of  history,  that,  in  settling  where  they  did,  the  Pilgrims  were  outside 
the  limits  0/  their  patents  and  were  in  danger  of  offending  the  native  owners, 
who  might  dispute  their  right  of  occupancy. 

“All  that  portion  of  land  afterwards  included  in  the  Old  Colony,  belonged 
to  a  tribe  down  as  the  Pokanokets,  the  family  which  owned  Plymouth  proper 
being  called  the  Pawtuxets.  The  latter  tribe  had  been  nearly  extinguished 
by  the  plague,  and  the  Indians  needed  the  aid  which  the  whites  could  give, 
in  case  of  war  with  their  neighbors.  Hence  negotiations  were  opened  by 
Massasoit,  chief  of  the  allied  tribes,  in  April,  1621,  which  resulted  in  a  treaty. 
This  included  assurances  of  good  will,  mutual  aid  in  war,  and  the  gift  to  the 
colonists  of  that  tract  of  land  comprising  the  present  towns  of  Plymouth, 
Duxbury,  Kingston,  Carver,  Plympton,  Marshfield  and  part  of  Halifax. 
This  treaty  was  supplemented  two  months  later  by  a  patent  from  the  mother 
country,  which  is  now  preserved  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  Plymouth. 


John  and  Priscilla  Watching  Departure  of  Mayflower 


>  -nr- 


r 


% 


r» 


\ 


HlfcVVi. 


btjfyioooT  hnh  ^8c^i  to  ^"^w\T  \^oX)i')cn(tt.  arfi  nf 

•niu^iio  J  enonih^i  l^  bm:  ajor/^l**  no  ndblA  vci  4i*>H>99qe'  ^ 

Hu  rMA  .V/  ^5jio:jO  vd  bnr.  x4:>blA  ajit  arfi 

~  :i>tJi;2'nt>blA  loxanodJi  ,tl:i! 


-Kv’ 


1»W  1i  s*  bvi  aw  ,%itho^  (xiuiixwtl  ,bMW/moH  1<K:))  ai^ri  vjitMijj  s<»/  a^“ 

iiit  Ajiixn  iix  w6rtif  01  rl^iv/  :»w  bris  a'lo.iVi.l  tuo  oi  •ynhon  voto^  bjtd 

tSoni  vniif^t  51^1  jKJi/od^blo  khi) 

alqosq  dt(7  jijd  ,ifjin!i,  oi  fo’/T  .izyirjt/ij  Ir.trsu/^Xi  w:.  f  r'jjr,tibn#r" 

to  (TOfn^rn  91U  oj  ^jirno^i  gfUoL  xii  >u  /iiiw  ^j^in  c^?/  j  btbn  Iq^  ‘lUto 

W^i  A  yw  11  f’JTUi  Hff;  I  JjOrfcbvHf  Ol  ihu  '^7/  "i 

a  11  ,2hoi:iihcij  b/ljx  di3x;l  sr^fH  lo  aftrio^  ni  yr 

,8i3nw 


Ai  vjrb  sidi  lo 


...  - - -  - - ...  VJrb«...,  WM.rUIW* 

Cf  »isw  ^di  ,bib  ^p/lj  ^aihije  ni  .rntxiefri  lo 

v>  dVfiiiii  :>[Ij  gnibnallolo  i^gnfib  ni  oi5v/  hfVi  ajiit»it.q  ibii  i  \o 

c.  I  .  .  .  •*pncgtmolc?/<^ib/tjyiwqaibjduifnuliw 

bs^ooiDr!  ^  iflolpj'bJO  !>rf)  iti  nnI;tioq  J^dj 

I'jq^Tiq  yiih^  Jtfj  ^t:1^onn}l6H  y>h  m^iwab  -  jT#ii  di 

V'^/t  v  j^ii  bfiil  ::>iibj  .^.f:/XiJjWii^J  i>dj  201**^ 

.  d^rlKw  hii.'  ijit?  kiOviJmf  ^>1(1  luiji  .ouugifi  d<b  vd 


IfcCll  ‘a  ^(|iqoiix» 


iitid- 

IimoL:) 


irtiWinitm  lo  er:wc1  intiWia  oxij  jgaiji^iq^ijgp  lo  4.^1, 

.xwttijjH  Jo  un'^i  bflB  ^aojqxada  .yio^fynH^ 

Vd  8fi»?fiom  pwj  b*iffTf)fefqqn;>  e^w  yiijtt  erfrr 
■  •>  ’'*  rni'lyii'^f  hi  b^viSf&yiq  wo/t  fjitUOD 


Alden  Homestead 


19 


“A  few  years  afterwards,  the  grazing  and  tillage  had  become  inadequate 
for  the  requirements  of  the  population,  now  greatly  increased,  and  large 
allotments  of  land  were  being  called  for,  but  the  whole  circle  of  Plymouth 
Bay  was  fully  occupied.  Hence  land  north  of  Plymouth,  now  called  Duxbury, 
was  settled.  This  was  given  to  several  settlers  by  Gov.  Bradford,  Edward 
Winslow,  Joshua  Pratt  and  Edward  Bangs.  Previous  to  1632,  some  Pil¬ 
grims  spent  the  great  portion  of  the  year  at  Duxbury,  returning  in  the  winter 
for  greater  protection  from  the  Indians,  and  for  purposes  of  worship,  the  only 
church  being  at  Plymouth. 

‘‘Among  those  who,  in  1632,  promised  to  remove  their  families  to  live 
in  Plymouth  during  the  winter,  we  find  the  names  of  John  Alden,  Captain 
Standish,  Jonathan  Brewster  and  Thomas  Prince. 

“According  to  traditions,  the  first  dwelling  which  John  Alden  constructed 
in  Duxbury,  was  in  1627,  a  temporary  structure,  and  not  till  1633,  or  there¬ 
abouts,  was  it  thought  best  to  establish  an  all-the-year-round  home.  So  this 
spot,  near  Eagle  Tree  Pond,  two  miles  north  of  Captains  Hill,  eight  miles  from 
Plymouth,  a  few  rods  from  whence  we  now  are,  became  the  site  of  John  Alden’s 
first  house  in  Duxbury.  The  spot  is  marked  by  a  stone  slab,  about  fifty  rods 
southeast  of  the  present  house.” — [Remarks  continued  on  page  45.] 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Will  of  Henry  Alden  Vol.  190,  Page  603 

Be  it  remembered  that  I,  Henry  Alden  of  Duxbury,  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  being  of  a  sound  and  dis¬ 
posing  mind  and  memory,  make  publish  and  declare  this  instrument  as  and 
for  my  last  will  and  testament. 

First — I  direct  that  all  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  paid  out  of 
my  estate. 

Second — I  give  and  devise  my  house  and  land  in  Duxbury  to  my  son, 
Henry  B.  Alden,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Third — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter,  Lucia  S.  Weston,  of  Dux¬ 
bury,  a  chamber  set  and  new  mattress. 

Fourth — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter,  Nellie  H.  Sampson,  of  Dux¬ 
bury,  a  feather  bed  and  hair  mattress. 

Fifth — I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter,  Cora  M.  Seaver,  of  Carth¬ 
age,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  my  easy  chair  and  all  my  dishes. 

Sixth — All  the  rest  residue  and  remainder  of  my  estate  I  give,  devise  and 
bequeath  to  all  my  children  equally  among  them  to  have  and  to  hold  to  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Lastly — I  appoint  my  said  son  Henry  B.  Alden  executor  of  this  will  and 
request  that  he  may  be  exempt  from  giving  surety  or  sureties  on  his  bond 
as  such  an  executor. 

In  testimony  of  all  which  I  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  in  the  presence 
of  the  witnesses  hereinafter  named  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  September  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety. 

Henry  Alden  {^Seal) 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the  before  named  Henry  Alden 
as  and  for  his  last  will  and  testament  in  our  presence  and  we  in  his  presence 
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and  at  his  request  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other  hereto  subscribe  our  names 
as  witnesses. 

D.  E.  Damon 
Chas.  C.  Doten 
Wm.  Allen 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Will  of  John  Alden,  2nd  Vol.  140,  Page  271 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I,  John  Alden,  2nd,  of  Duxbury,  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Plymouth,  being  of  feeble  health,  and  weak  in  body,  but  of  sound  mind, 
memory  and  understanding,  and  being  desirous  to  settle  my  worldly  affairs 
while  I  have  strength  and  capacity  to  so  do,  do  make  and  publish  this  my 
last  will  and  testament  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

First — I  hereby  direct  my  Executor,  hereafter  named,  to  pay  all  my 
just  debts,  and  the  expenses  of  may  last  sickness. 

Secondly — I  give  to  my  son,  John  Alden,  one  dollar. 

Thirdly^ — I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  W.  Cushman,  wife  of  David  Cush¬ 
man,  Jr.,  one  dollar. 

Fourthly — I  give  to  my  son,  Henry  Alden,  one  dollar. 

Fifthly — I  give  to  my  wife,  Mary  Alden,  all  the  rest  and  remainder  of  my 
property,  both  real  and  personal,  to  be  disposed  of  at  her  discretion,  either 
during  her  natural  life,  or  at  her  decease;  and  I  do  hereby  appoint  her  my 
sole  executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-two. 

John  Alden,  2nd  {^Seal) 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Alden,  2nd,  as 
and  for  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  the  presence  of  us,  who,  at  his  request, 
and  in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other  have  subscribed  our 
names  as  witnesses  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

Samuel  Stetson 
Barker  Hunt 
Hambleton  E.  Smith 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  DEEDS 

Samuel  Alden  to  Joshua  Loring  Vol.  36,  Page  180 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  Sami.  Alden  of  ye  City  of 
Bristoll  in  Old  England,  Mariner,  Sendeth  Greeting  &c. 

Know  ye  that  I  the  sd  Samuel  Alden  for  &  in  Consideration  of  Twelve 
Hundred  &  twenty  two  Pounds  four  Shillings  &  four  Pence  in  good  Bills  of 
Credit  to  Me  in  hand  paid  by  Joshua  Loring  of  Duxboro  in  the  County  of 
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Plymo.  Yeoman  Have  Given  Granted  Bargained  Sold  Convey’d  &  Confirmd. 
&  Do  hereby  Give  Grant  Bargain  Sell  Convey  &  Confirm  unto  him  the  sd 
Joshua  Coring  his  Heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  that  my  Farme  &  Wood  Lot 
lying  in  Duxboro  aforesd.  which  did  belong  to  my  Father  &  was  this  Day 
Settled  on  Me  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Plymo.  with  the 
buildings  &  appurtenances  as  by  sd  Settlement  may  appear  Reference  thereto 
being  had. 

To  have  &  to  Hold  sd  granted  &  bargained  Premises  with  the  appurten¬ 
ances  unto  him  sd  Joshua  Coring  his  Heirs  &  assigns  forever  To  his  &  their 
only  proper  use  &  Behoof  forever.  Provided  nevertheless  and  it  is  the  true 
Intent  &  Meaning  of  these  Presents  anything  herein  Contained  to  the  Con¬ 
trary  Notwithstanding,  That  if  sd  Samuel  Alden  Heirs  Execrs.  or  Admrs. 
shall  well  &  truly  Save  ye  sd  Joshua  Coring  his  Heirs  Execrs.  or  Admrs.  harm¬ 
less  from  four  Bonds  wherein  sd  Samuel  &  Joshua  are  bound  jointly  &  Sev¬ 
erally  for  sd  Samis,  proper  Debt  of  even  Date  herewith  with  Condition,  One 
for  Payment  of  248-17-10  With  lawful  Interest  to  Joshua  Delano  Admr.  on 
Judah  Alden’s  Estate,  &  one  for  Payment  of  334-17-10  with  lawfull  Interest 
to  Briggs  Alden  &  one  for  Payment  of  Two  hundred  fifty-four  Pounds  ten 
Shillings  &  ten  Pence  with  lawfull  Interest  to  Anna  Coring,  &  the  other  for 
Payment  of  383-17-10  with  lawfull  Interest  to  Abigail  Alden  at  Such  Days  & 
Times  as  are  mentioned  in  sd  Bonds,  Then  this  Deed  &  every  Clause  therein 
shall  be  Null  Void  &  of  none  Effect. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  Hand  &  Seal  the  loth  Day 
of  June  A.  D.  1741. 

Saml.  Alden  {Seal) 


Signed  Sealed  &  Delivered 
In  Presence  of 
Gaml.  Bradford 

Isaac  Partridge 


Plymo.  Ss  June  10,  1741  The  sd  Sami. 
Alden  Acknowledged  the  above  Instru¬ 
ment  to  be  his  act  &  Deed  Before  me 
Jno.  Cushing  Just  Pac. 


Received  May  30,  1744  &  Recorded 


JosiAH  Cotton,  Regr. 


Plymouth  February  17,  1768 — The  four  Bonds  mentioned  in  this  mort¬ 
gage  being  paid  and  the  said  Joshua  Coring  being  saved  harmless,  I  the  said 
Joshua  Coring  do  hereby  discharge  this  said  mortgage  and  reconvey  the  Prem¬ 
ises  to  the  Heirs  of  the  said  Samuel  Alden  who  is  now  deceased. 


As  Witness  my  hand 


Joshua  Coring 
Coram  John  Cotton,  Regr. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  DEED 

Wright  to  Alden  Vol.  1358,  Page  416 

I,  Horace  E.  Deming  as  I  am  executor  of  the  Will  of  Georgianna  B. 
Wright,  late  of  New  York  in  the  County  and  State  of  New  York,  by  power 
conferred  by  said  Will  and  every  other  power,  for  forty-five  hundred  (4500) 
dollars  paid,  grant  to  Charles  L.  Alden  of  Boston,  Suffolk  County,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  the  land  in  Duxbury,  Plymouth  County,  Massachusetts,  bounded 
and  described  as  follows: 
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Beginning  at  a  bound  on  Alden  street  at  the  northeasterly  corner  of  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Benjamin  F.  Cowdin  thence  running  northeasterly  by 
Alden  street  by  four  courses  seven  hundred  thirteen  and  5-10  (713.5)  feet  to  a 
stake  five  (5)  feet  south  three  (3)  degrees  west  of  cement  bound  at  the  north¬ 
westerly  corner  of  the  Duxbury  Rural  Society,  Inc.,  thence  turning  and  run¬ 
ning  southerly,  easterly  and  northerly  by  said  land  of  the  Duxbury  Rural 
Society,  Inc.,  to  a  cement  bound  at  said  Alden  street,  thence  turning  and  run- 
ing  northeasterly  by  said  Alden  street  about  thirty-eight  (38)  feet  to  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  Donald  Macomber,  thence  turning  and  rim¬ 
ing  southerly  by  said  land  of  Macomber  twelve  hundred  sixteen  and  2-10 
(1216.2)  feet  to  a  cement  bound  at  the  southwesterly  corner  of  said  land  of 
Macomber,  thence  continuing  in  the  same  course  ninety-nine  and  4-10  (99.4) 
feet  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Robert  J.  Needham  to  a  stake,  thence  south 
thirty  (30)  degrees  west  forty-nine  and  5-10  (49.5)  feet  to  a  stake  and  south 
fifty-five  and  one  half  (55}^)  degrees  west  thirty-nine  and  6-10  (39.6)  feet  to 
a  stake  on  the  face  of  the  dike;  thence  south  seventeen  and  one  half  (17^) 
degrees  east  one  hundred  six  and  2-10  (106.2)  feet  by  the  east  face  of  the 
dike  to  the  center  of  the  creek;  thence  down  stream  easterly  and  southerly 
by  the  creek  to  salt  meadow  land  now  or  formerly  of  William  S.  Frazar, 
thence  turning  and  running  south  seventy-nine  (79)  degrees  west  by  said  land 
of  Frazar  three  hundred  (300)  feet  to  a  stone  bound  at  the  edge  of  the  upland; 
thence  continuing  by  said  land  of  Frazar  south  nine  (9)  degrees  west  thirty- 
three  and  no  10  (33)  feet  to  a  stone  bound,  thence  south  eighty-nine  (89) 
degrees  west  two  hundred  two  and  no  10  (202)  feet  and  due  west  one  hundred 
ninety-two  and  7-10  (192.7)  feet  still  by  land  of  said  Frazar  to  a  stone  bound  at 
the  southeasterly  corner  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  Sarah  S.  Freeman  thence 
turning  and  running  by  said  land  of  Freeman  north  one  and  one  half  (ij^) 
degrees  east,  one  hundred  thirty-five  and  3-10  (135.3)  feet  to  a  stake;  thence 
turning  and  running  by  said  land  of  Freeman  north  seventy-seven  (77)  de¬ 
grees  west  two  hundred  nine  and  9-10  (209.9)  feet;  thence  south  ten  and  three 
fourths  (10^)  degrees  east  two  and  6-10  (2.6)  feet  to  land  now  or  formerly  of 
William  E.  Holmes  thence  by  said  land  of  Holmes  west  one  hundred  two  and 
3-10  (102.3)  ^'eet  again  south  thirty-three  and  one  half  (33/^)  degrees  west 
seventy  and  6-10  (70.6)  feet  to  a  stake;  thence  again  north  eighty-two  and  one- 
half  (827^)  degrees  west  one  hundred  four  and  3-10(104.3)  feet  to  a  stake  thence 
south  eleven  (ii)  degrees  west  ninety-nine  and  no  loth  (99)  feet  to  a  stone 
bound  at  said  land  of  Frazar;  thence  turning  and  running  by  said  land  of 
Frazar  north  eighty-six  (86)  degrees  west  one  hundred  forty-four  and  4-10 
(144.4)  feet  again  north  eighty-four  (84)  degrees  west  two  hundred  (200) 
feet  and  again  north  eighty-one  and  one  half  (8i>^)  degrees  west -one  hundred 
twenty-one  and  5-10  (121.5)  feet  to  a  stone  bound  at  the  corner  of  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company;  thence  turning  and. running  by 
said  land  of  the  railroad  company  north  thirty-nine  and  one  half  (39/^)  de¬ 
grees  west  one  hundred  seventy-two  and  9-10  (172.9)  feet  to  a  stone  bound; 
and  again  north  five  and  one  fourth  (57^)  degrees  east  five  hundred  twenty- 
four  and  7-10  (524.7)  feet  to  a  stake  at  the  southwesterly  corner  of  land  now  or 
formerly  of  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America,  thence  turning  and  running  by 
said  last  mentioned  land  north  eighty-one  and  one-half  (81}^)  degrees  east 
two  hundred  fifty-seven  and  8-10  (257.8)  feet  to  a  stone  bound  at  the  south¬ 
westerly  corner  of  land  of  said  Codwin;  thence  turning  and  running  north 
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seventy-nine  and  one  half  (793^)  degrees  east  one  hundred  seventy-six  and  8-10 
(176.8)  feet  to  a  stone  bound  at  the  southeasterly  corner  of  said  land  of  Cow- 
din  thence  turning  and  running  by  said  land  of  Cowdin  north  seven  and  one 
half  ijyi)  degrees  west  six  hundred  twenty-two  and  3-10(622.3)  feet  to  the 
point  of  beginning.  However  otherwise  bounded  and  described  the  said 
courses  and  distances  being  more  or  less,  and  containing  about  thirty-eight 
and  one  half  (383^)  acres  more  or  less.  Excepting  and  reserving  as  appurten¬ 
ant  to  the  estate  called  “Pine  Hill”  which  belonged  to  the  late  Georgianna  B. 
Wright  the  right  during  the  life  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Wright  to  cut  and  take  ice 
from  the  Pond  on  said  premises  and  to  have  the  waters  of  said  Pond  kept  at 
the  height  to  which  they  have  been  kept  in  the  past,  and  also  a  right  of  way 
for  said  purposes  and  all  other  purposes  at  the  easterly  side  of  said  premises 
substantially  where  the  road  now  runs  from  Alden  street  to  said  Pond  and  over 
the  dyke  at  the  lower  end  of  said  Pond. 

The  premises  are  conveyed  subject  to  any  rights  of  way  or  other  ease¬ 
ments  now  existing  in  favor  of  others  and  subject  to  the  following  restric¬ 
tions  and  with  the  following  covenants  by  the  grantee — That  no  part  of  the 
premises  shall  be  used  for  any  manufacturing  purposes  and  that  in  the  norther¬ 
ly  part  of  the  premises  lying  northward  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  southeaster’y 
corner  of  said  land  of  Cowdin  south  eighty-three  and  one-half  (83^)  degrees 
east  about  nine  hundred  fifteen  and  4-10  (91 5.4)  feet  to  the  southwesterly  corner 
of  said  land  of  Macomber — no  building  or  structure  shall  be  placed  or  main¬ 
tained  other  than  single  houses  used  only  as  private  dwellings  and  out  build¬ 
ings  appurtenant  to  and  for  use  with  said  dwelling  houses  and  no  such  dwell¬ 
ing  house  or  part  thereof  shall  be  nearer  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150) 
feet  to  another  dwelling  house  thereon — and  no  part  of  said  northerly  portion 
shall  be  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  farming  and  private  dwelling  houses 
for  single  families  aforesaid,  or  used  in  any  manner  which  will  create  a  nui¬ 
sance  or  which  may  be  offensive  or  objectionable  in  a  residential  locality. 

The  premises  are  conveyed  subject  to  a  lien  for  inheritance  taxes  and  fed¬ 
eral  estate  taxes  assessed  or  to  be  assessed  on  the  estate  of  Georgianna  B. 
Wright  and  to  taxes  assessed  on  April  i,  1920. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  1920. 

Horace  E.  Deming  {Seal) 


Executor  of  the  Will  of  Georgianna  B.  Wright.  (ER.  Stamp  ^4.50  cancelled) 

State  of  New  York  | 

County  of  New  York  j 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Horace  E.  Deming  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  his  free  act  and  deed  before  me 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1920. 

{Seal)  Rudolph  A.  Travers,  Notary  Public 

N.  Y.  Co.,  No.  163 


State  of  New  York 
County  of  New  York 


No.  22158  Series  B. 


I,  William  F.  Schneider,  Clerk  of  the  County  of  New  York  and  also  Clerk 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  the  said  County  the  same  being  a  Court  of  Record 
do  hereby  certify  that  Rudolph  A.  Travers  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the 
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deposition  or  certificate  of  the  proof  or  acknowledgment  of  the  annexed  in¬ 
strument  and  thereon  written  was  at  the  time  of  the  taking  such  deposition  or 
proof  and  acknowledgment  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  such  County  duly 
commissioned  and  sworn  and  authorized  by  the  laws  of  said  state  to  take  de¬ 
positions  and  to  administer  oaths  to  be  used  in  any  Court  of  said  State  and 
for  general  purposes  and  also  to  take  acknowledgments  and  proofs  of  deeds 
of  conveyances  for  land,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  said  State  of  New 
York.  And  further  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  such 
Notary  Public  and  verily  believe  that  the  signature  to  said  deposition  or  cer¬ 
tificate  of  proof  or  acknowledgment  is  genuine. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  the  said  Court  and  County  the  4  day  of  June,  1920. 

{Seal)  Wm.  F.  Schneider,  Clerk. 

Rec’d  July  i,  1920  at  9.40  A.  M.  and  recorded. 


FROM  RECORDS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DUXBURY 
May  21,  1683  VoL.  a,  Page  246 

In  the  year  1659.  At  a  town  meeting  the  19th  day  of  January.  The  town 
granted  to  Mr.  John  Alden  Sen.  all  that  piece  of  common  land,  from  the 
south  of  Phillip  Dillano’s,  that  is  to  say  on  the  south  side  of  his  land,  and  from 
the  westerly  bounds  of  said  side  upon  a  south,  and  so  along  the  head  of  the 
above  said  John  Alden’s  lot  until  it  comes  to  a  point,  not  running  the  whole 
breadth  of  his  lot. 

Recorded  by  order  of  the  town. 

2ist  of  May,  1683,  by  me,  Rhodolphus  Thacher,  Clerk. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Will  of  Judah  Alden  Vol.  87,  Page  hi 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I,  Judah  Alden  of  Duxbury  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  Esq.,  do  make,  ordain  and  delcare  this  to  be  my 
last  Will  &  testament,  first  in  consideration  of  the  help  and  attention  that  I 
have  received  from  my  daughter,  Lucia  S.  Smith,  and  her  husband  Silvanus 
Smith,  provided  all  accounts  &  demands  between  us  at  the  time  of  my  death 
shall  he  cancelled,  I  then  give  to  the  said  Lucia  S.  Smith  the  following  real 
estate  except  what  shall  be  hereafter  excepted  namely:  beginning  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  my  house  lot  adjoining  Benjamin  Smith’s  land  thence 
running  round  by  the  south  and  west  side  of  a  road  to  James  T.  Ford  &  Co.’s 
land  thence  an  easterly,  northerly  and  westerly  course  by  said  Fords,  Jedde- 
diah  Southworths  land  to  said  Ford’s  land  thence  by  Fords  David  Cushman’s 
land  a  northerly  course  to  the  south  side  of  the  road,  thence  in  an  easterly 
course  til  it  comes  opposite  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Cyrus  Churchill’s 
house  lot,  thence  a  south  course  to  a  road  that  runs  through  my  farm,  thence 
a  westerly  course  by  the  north  side  of  said  road  til  it  comes  five  rods  west  of  a 
bridge,  thence  across  the  road  a  southerly  course  to  a  corner  a  little  above  the 
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head  of  a  ditch  to  Benjamin  Smith’s  land,  thence  round  a  west  and  southerly 
course  by  said  Smith’s  land  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned,  with  all  the  build¬ 
ings  thereon.  Except  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  Ann  the  use  of  the  north 
chamber  with  all  the  furniture  therein  with  such  other  privileges  about  the 
house  as  may  be  necessary,  with  fireing  to  be  found  her  by  S.  Smith  and  wife. 
I  also  give  to  Silvanus  Smith  and  Lucia,  his  wife,  a  wood  lot  that  I  bought 
of  Thomas  Oldham,  that  joins  land  of  the  heirs  of  Ezra  Weston  and  others 
also  a  piece  of  salt  meadow  that  lays  above  the  head  of  Indian  Crook  to  the 
westward  of  a  small  creek  that  runs  into  Indian  Creek  from  the  most  easterly 
bend  of  said  small  creek  a  northerly  course  to  a  cart  way  to  the  south  side  of 
Mill  River  about  two  or  three  rods  east  of  Long  Island. 

It  is  also  my  will  that  my  son  John  occupy  my  store  as  long  as  he  chooses. 
After  my  debts  are  paid  it  is  then  my  will  that  whatever  of  my  real  or  personal 
estate  may  remain  may  be  divided  as  follows:  that  my  son  John  have  one 
share,  that  my  eldest  son  Briggs  children  all  together  have  one  share  and  that 
they  take  in  theirs  a  five  acre  lot  of  salt  meadow  that  lays  nigh  Rouse’s  Hum¬ 
mock,  namely,  William,  Lydia,  Judah,  Samuel,  Amherst,  that  my  daughter 
Welthea  James,  wife  of  William  James,  and  my  granddaughter  Mercy  A. 
Welch,  wife  of  Robert  W.  Welsh  have  one  share  between  them,  that  my 
daughter  Mary  Ann  have  two  shares,  and  my  son  Samuel  one  share  to  be 
divided  among  them  in  such  a  way  and  manner  as  they  can  agree  or  so  as  to 
accommodate  them  in  the  best  way. 

And  I  do  appoint  Silvanus  Smith  my  executor.  In  witness  of  all  and  each 
of  the  things  herein  contained  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  sixth 
day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-three. 

Judah  Alden  {^Seal) 

Signed,  sealed  and  declared  by  the  above  named  Judah  Alden  to  be  his 
last  will  and  testament  in  presence  of  us  who  in  presence  of  the  testator  and 
of  each  other  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses. 

John  Porter 

Benjamin  Smith,  Jr. 

Sarah  P.  Smith 

I,  Judah  Alden  of  Duxbury  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Esq.,  do  make 
ordain  and  declare  this  instrument  to  be  a  codicil  to  my  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment,  first,  instead  of  my  son  John  having  one  share  of  what  may  be  left  of 
my  estate  after  my  debts  are  paid,  I  now  give  one-half  that  share  to  my  late 
son  Brigg’s  children  as  described  in  my  will,  and  I  now  give  to  him  my  son, 
John,  the  house  he  now  lives  in  with  all  the  buildings  attached  to  it,  also  the 
land,  beginning  two  rods  east  of  the  southeast  corner  of  the  north  pasture  by 
land  that  I  have  given  to  my  daughter  Lucia  S.  Smith  thence  southerly  course 
to  the  north  end  of  a  pond  thence  on  a  ridge  that  runs  to  the  south  end  of 
the  pond  a  southerly  course  to  a  swamp,  where  not  many  years  ago  stood  a 
pole  fence,  thence  by  where  said  fence  stood  to  land  now  occupied  or  owned 
by  Samuel  A.  Frazar,  thence  a  westerly  course  by  said  Frazar’s  land  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  Smith’s  land  to  Lucia  S.  Smith’s  land  and  round  a  north  and  east  course 
by  her  land  the  first  mentioned  bounds. 
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Secondly,  I  now  take  from  Mary  Ann  one  half  of  one  share  that  I  gave 
her  in  my  Will  and  give  it  to  my  daughter  Lucia  Smith  for  her  to  take  in 
household  furniture  any  other  movables  as  she  may  choose, 
i-  In  witness  of  all  and  each  of  the  things  herein  contained  I  have  hereunto 

set  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty-first  day  of  December  in  the  year  one  thou- 
I'  sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four. 


Judah  Alden  {Seal) 


Signed,  sealed  and  declared  by  the  above  named  Judah  Alden  to  be  a 
codicil  to  his  last  Will  and  testament  in  presence  of  us  who  in  the  presence  of 
the  testator  and  of  each  other  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  wit¬ 
nesses. 

John  Porter 

Benjamin  Smith,  Jr. 

Samuel  Stetson 


Inventory  of  the  above  estate  has  this  item:  “Old  house  two  barns, 
out  buildings  and  20  acres  of  land  given  to  John  Alden,  2nd,  ^1633.“ 

TAKEN  FROM  FILES  IN  PROBATE  OFFICE— PLYMOUTH 

I,  Sylvanus  Smith  of  Duxbury  in  the  County  of  Plymouth  of  lawful  age 
to  give  evidence  on  oath  declare  and  say  that  Judah  Alden  late  of  said  Dux¬ 
bury,  Esq.,  deed,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  pensioner  ol  the  United  States, 
died  at  said  Duxbury  on  the  second  day  of  March  now  current;  that  he  did 
not  leave  any  widow  but  he  left  five  children,  John  Alden,  2nd,  Samuel  Alden, 
Lucia  S.  Smith,  Welthea  James  and  Mary  Ann  Alden,  all  of  lawful  age  and 
his  only  surviving  children. 

Dated  this  fourth  day  of  March,  1845 

Sylvanus  Smith 

Plymouth  ss.  March  4,  1845.  Subscribed  and  sworn  to 

Before  me, 

J.  H.  Loud,  J.  Peace. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 
Abstract  of  Will  of  Samuel  Alden 

Will  made  Nov.  10,  1779 — children  mentioned,  Rebecca  Frazar,  wife  of 
Thomas,  ^50.  Sarah  Bradford,  wife  of  Gamaliel,  ^40.  Althea  Loring,  wife  of 
William  Loring,  ^40.  Alice  Seabury  deed,  to  her  children  ^40.  Abigail  Win¬ 
ter,  wife  of  Francis,  ^40.  son  Ichabod,  deed,  to  his  two  children,  John  Alden 
and  Rebecca  Partridge  Alden,  “my  homestead  farm  whereon -I  now  dwell 
and  bounded  beginning  at  a  stake  and  stones  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  my 
farm  in  the  line  of  Thomas  Hunt,  thence  south  82°  west  on  a  straight  line 
to  the  southeasterly  corner  of  my  Damb,  thence  by  the  southwesterly  side  of 
the  Damb  to  the  southwest  corner,  of  said  Damb,  thence  south  about  53° 
west  to  a  stake  and  stones  standing  in  the  line  of  Perez  Chandler  by  a- little 
white  oak  tree  marked — and  all  the  land  I  have  lying  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  this  afore  line  with  all  the  fencing  and  orchard  thereon  together  with 
two  acres  of  my  cedar  swamp  lying  adjoining  to  my  said  farm  and  my  said 
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two  acres  of  my  cedar  swamp  is  to  be  set  off  to  my  two  said  grand  children 
next  adjoining  to  the  pond  and  so  to  the  upland  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
swamp.  And  also  the  one  half  part  of  my  Great  lot  or  piece  of  salt  meadow 
commonly  called  Careswell  meadow  and  likewise  one  share  of  salt  marsh  that 
r  have  that  lyeth  upon  Comon  Island  together  with  one  half  of  my  dwelling 
house,  that  is  the  old  part  of  it  with  the  priviledge  of  what  they  want  in  the 
cellar  and  well  with  one  third  part  of  the  barn,  one  third  part  of  the  corn 
house,  that  is  the  southerly  part  of  each  of  said  barn  and  corn  house  with  a 
conveniency  of  way  to  and  about  the  house  as  is  needful.  All  which  I  do  give 
and  bequeath  unto  my  two  said  grandchildren  John  Alden  and  Rebecca 
Partridge  Alden,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  But  my  will  is  that  if  in  case 
my  two  said  grandchildren  should  die  without  issue  then  said  property  to  go 
to  my  son  Samuel  Alden.” 

Remainder  of  estate  to  Samuel  Alden . “My  will  is  that  when  said 

heirs  come  to  divide  the  old  part  of  the  dwelling  house  that  my  said  son  Sam¬ 
uel  shall  have  his  first  choice  in  said  division  of  the  house  all  excepting  one 
old  Red  Pot  Belyed  Cow  which  I  do  reserve  to  myself” — 

Note  added  to  Will — Of  the  two  grandchildren  John  is  to  have  |  and 
Rebecca  §  of  what  was  given  them  in  Will — Samuel  to  have  all  my  cedar  swamp 
lying  to  the  southwesterly  side  of  my  farm  excepting  the  two  acres  of  cedar 
swamp  before  given  away  to  my  two  grandchildren. 

Witnessed  by 

Lot  Hunt 

Ebenezer  Chandler 

John  Wadsworth 

Will  proved  March  5,  1781. 
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Inventory  of  Estate  of  John  Alden,  Sr.  Vol.  i  :io 

The  Eighth  day  of  November  1687  Administration  was  granted  unto 
Leiutt.  Jonathan  Alden  to  administer  upon  the  Estate  of  his  father  Mr.  John 
Alden  late  of  Duxbury  deceased. 

An  Inventory  taken  of  the  Estate  of  the  late  deceased  Mr.  John  Alden 


October  31  day  1687. 
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Dming  Room — The  Alden  House,  Duxhury,  Mass. 
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Before  Nathaniel  Thomas  Esq.  &  Judge  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  the  8th  day  of  November  1687  Leiut.  Jonathan  Alden  made  oath  that 
this  is  a  true  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  his  father  Mr.  John  Alden  deceased 
soe  farr  as  he  knoweth  &  when  he  knoweth  more  he  will  discover  the  same. 

Nathl.  Thomas  C/er. 

Wee  whose  names  are  subscribed  being  personally  Interested  in  the  then 
Estate  of  John  Alden  Senior  of  Duxbury  Esqr.  lately  deceased  doe  hereby 
acknowledge  ourselves  to  have  Received  each  of  us  our  full  Personall  porpor- 
tions  thereof  from  Jonathan  Alden  administrator  &  thereof  Doe  by  these 
psents  for  our  selves  our  heires  &c  Exonerate  acquitt  &  Discharge  fully  the 
said  Jonathan  Alden  his  heires  &c  for  Ever  of  &  from  all  Rights  dies  demands 
whatsoever  Relateing  to  the  aforesd  Estate. 


In  witness  whereof 

we  have  hereunto  Subscribed  &  sealed  this 

thirteenth 

day  of  June  Ano  Dom  1688 

Jacobi  2di  4to 

Elexander  Standish 
in  ye  right  of  my  wife 

{Seal) 

John  Alden 

{Seal) 

Sarah  deceased 

Joseph  Alden 

{Seal) 

John  Bass 

in  ye  Right  of  my  wife 

{Seal) 

David  Alden 

{Seal) 

Ruth  deceased 

Priscilla  Alden 

{Seal) 

Mary  Alden 

Thomas  Dillano 

{Seal) 

{Seal) 

William  Paybody 

{Seal) 

[Copied  fro. 
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An  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Captain  Jonathan  Alden  late  of  Duxborough 
deceased  taken  this  third  day  of  March  1697. 
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to  his  farme 

to  meadow  at  the  gurnet 

to  half  a  Shear  in  the  majors  purchas 

due  by  bills  to  the  Estate 

100-00-0 

14-00-0 

OI-IO-O 

60-00-0 

by  us  Edward  Southworth 

John  Soule 

Seth  Arnold 

Totall 

lands 

chattels 

309-09-0 
1 05-1 0-0 
203-01-0 

Abigail  Alden  administratrix  of  all  singular  the  good  Chattels  Rights  & 
Credits  of  her  late  husband  Capt.  Jonathan  Alden  deceased  made  oath  before 
Wm.  Bradford  Esq.  Judge  &c  the  8th  day  of  March  1696/7  that  ye  above 
written  is  a  true  Inventory  of  ye  Estate  of  sd  deceased  so  far  as  she  yet  know- 
eth  &  that  when  more  shall  come  to  her  knowledge  she  will  cause  it  to  be  added. 

Attest  Saml.  Sprague,  Register. 

[Copied from  Original\ 
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Settlement  of  Estate  of  Jonathan  Alden  Vol.  2:28 

Plim.  ss-  Plimouth  January  7th  1703.  By  Nathaniel  Thomas  Esq:  Judge 
of  the  Probate  of  Wills  &  Distributing  &  Settling  the  Estate  of  persons  Dying 
Intestate  &c  in  the  County  of  Plimouth. 

The  Distributing  &  Settlement  of  the  Estate  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Alden 
late  of  Duxborough  in  the  County  of  Plimouth  deceased  Intestate  amongst 
his  Widdow  &  Children  Whereas  the  sd  Jonathan  Alden  died  Intestate  leav¬ 
ing  his  widdow  Mrs.  Abigal  Alden  &  three  sons  &  three  daughters  And  his 
Estate  being  apprized  &  Vallued  by  three  able  freeholders  in  the  said  Town  of 
Duxborough  &  an  Inventory  thereof  Exhibited  into  the  Court  of  Probate  on 
the  oath  of  his  said  widdow  to  whome  Administration  on  his  Estate  was  com- 
itted  &  the  lands  of  the  said  deceased  in  the  sd  Inventory  being  vallued  at 
105  pounds  that  is  to  say  the  farm  whereon  the  sd  deceased  dwelt  in  Dux¬ 
borough  at  100  pounds  &  a  parceil  of  meadow  neare  the  Gurnett  at  4  Pounds 
&  half  a  Share  in  the  Majors  Purchase  at  one  pound  The  said  Widdows  thirds 
thereof  amounts  to  the  sum  of  35  pounds  &  the  Remainder  of  the  vallue  of 
the  lands  is  seventy  pounds-  And  the  Moveable  Estate  according  to  the  sd 
Inventory  is  vallued  at  203-9s-od  the  sd  widdows  thirds  thereof  amounting  to 
67  lb-i6s-4d  there  Remains  thereof  the  sum  of  135  lb-i2s-8d  To  which  sum 
add  the  Remainder  of  the  vallue  of  the  land  it  will  amount  to  205  lb-i2s-8d 
the  Eldest  sons  Double  share  whereof  is  58lb-i5s-2d  &  Each  other  Childs 
share  thereof  is  29lb-7s-7d  and  for  as  much  as  the  dividing  of  the  farme 
would  be  detrementall  to  or  Spoyle  the  whole  &  that  the  widdow  &  all  her 
other  children  of  full  age  are  desirous  that  the  Eldest  son  should  have  his 
fathers  lands  to  himself. 
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It  is  therefore  ordered  &  Determined  as  followeth  Viz:  That  John  Alden 
Eldest  son  of  the  said  Capt.  Jonathan  Alden  shall  have  all  the  lands  above  sd. 
viz:  all  the  famre  whereof  his  father  died  seized  the  meadow  at  or  near  the 
Gurnett  &  the  half  share  in  the  land  called  the  Majors  purchase.  To  him  & 
his  heirs  forever  saving  to  the  said  widdow  his  Mother  her  thirds  or  Dower 
therein  dureing  her  life  he  therefore  paying  to  his  mother  the  sd  Administra¬ 
trix  the  sum  of  iilb-4S-Tod  which  is  over  his  Double 'Portion  of  all  the  said 
Estate  and  in  Convenient  time  after  the  decease  of  his  Mother  he  shall  also 
pay  to  each  of  his  two  brothers  &  three  sisters  the  sum  of  five  pounds  which 
will  be  in  the  whole  with  his  two  shares  thirty  five  pounds  the  vallue  of  his 
Mothers  third  part  of  the  said  lands  And  the  said  Administratrix  shall  Pay 
unto  Each  of  her  other  five  Children  for  their  Portion  of  their  fathers  Estate 
the  sum  of  twenty  nine  pounds  seven  shillings  &  seven  pence  with  what  they 
or  any  of  them  may  have  already  had  from  her  of  their  said  Portions. 

Memorandum  that  whereas  the  Estate  by  the  Inventory  amounts  to 
twenty  shillings  more  then  what  is  above  divided  it  is  allowed  to  the  said 
Administratrix  towards  the  Charges  of  her  Administration. 

Ordered  by  me 

Nathl.  Thomas,  Register.  Nathaniel  Thomas 

[Copied from  Records] 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  RECORDS 

Inventory  Estate  of  Joseph  Alden,  Senr,  Vol.  1:257 

The  Inventory  of  ye  estate  of  Joseph  Alden  Senr.  who  deceased  ye  8th  of 


ffebruy  1696/7 

L  s  d 

Imprs.  Eleven  shirts  i -00-00 

more  Linnen  2-00-00 

more  Linnen  i -10-00 

more  wearing  Cloaths  hats  and  Shoose  6-16-00 

more  for  Beds  and  Bed  Cloathing  ii-oo-oo 

more  Cloathing  2-00-00 

more  for  pewter  Brass  and  Iron  vessels  and  Lumber  E  9-10-00 

more  for  Armes  and  Ammunition  1-15-00 

more  for  Cart  and  plows  with  all  iron  tooles  4-00-00 

more  for  Come  and  other  provision  5-00-00 

more  for  Cattel  horse  kind  and  Swine  28-10-00 

more  in  Debts  Due  i-io-oo 

more  in  Books  o-ro-00 

more  in  Timber  and  Boards  i -00-00 


76-01-00 

This  Inventory  taken  which  is  ye  movable  Estate  of  ye  above  sd  Joseph 
Alden  deceased  by  us  this  3d  of  March  1696/7. 

John  Leonard 
Joseph  Snow 
Samuel  Allin  Senr. 

[Copied from  Records] 


irV^: 


•  if\ 

•*  ■*  I 


i '  • 


'K. 


^i. 


4 


«‘jJ>fA  /irfo^  ifc/fl*  liiV  disiWfjiio}  2JJ  b*jf!j*in  i:‘3!5Cl  ift  Lv*i:>b7o  !»t/>1|»  lofti  »i  il 

fj^  V/OlIV;  lili/tf:l  «lH-»  Ifn  IfTrf-i  )  k  1  ih  r  I  o'*  #4-4^  #  Ad'v  T  \  ^ M  ^  ^  ^ 


U  r/oili;  abaci  sHi  Ifj:  svjcrl  (If.rft  n-jblA  anHli:fg>][  .jrjftO.bir^  no«; 

^di  ic:>f:  yj  Hi  ^Notn’jftx  4i\s  hjxioe  {yAlj  'indim  awi  :#fh  Hu  ;siv 


4  - 


9 

( 


J  * 


Wild  o  i  .'j^.rtjiiK^  3ioi«I/.  Jilt  boUB'j  IiHiJ  ndi.^ni  siniif  Hnd  viif  Ji 
1!^ <//ij^T  lo  abiidi  Twifi  'Jitjltol/  ijifi  v/obbiw  bice  Uill  oJ  ^aivK?  TjV:>*ioi 
-K*n5^*iUffi{>A  it'dioiH  eid  <>1  ^(yj;f|  'jH  tilff  T^fl  I 

l>ifiti  -iiit  Hh  iu  iioliio^f  v<rf  vjv/j  ?.i  A:)l(lv/  i  ')o  iuii5f  -jdt  xhj 

o/la  Nt.d*?  tjfi  lijrlsof/.  lu  osjJD^sh  ydt  T>/l;n  omn  tiwin  jvnoO  fif  ban  yJjviiH  ^  -u 

dvrijw  RufjAJoq  yvA  to  mua  cTyl?:»^?  ‘jaidi  3)^  ei^Hbtn&iwj  eifi  lo  ib/m  oj  veq  ^  \v^ 

W.'nucvi  !3vft  vtiidi  ow)  Efd  ihiw  y!r#ffjv  ni'^d  lliw  ■_  4t4  ' 

>f;  1  IJfiiU  xitJiiiiJctairtib/*.  Li>:e  aih  bnA^  f'bn/jl  biiiii  ydi  lo  )ir.f|'  btbh  <:fjji)ol^'’ 

{nyrjitl  Tiyfij  >0  norjici*]  tiydipo'l  ivi^aodio  iwi  I0  tb^/I  otaij 

\  }th  3t:dij  /hiw  ar/yg  >s  yiiin  vTfi  j/Jl  >q 

.eiiorjio^  bifia/ibd?  lo  lyd  auvilbcrl  vbijyllfi  tryiiVi  ^Eai  in!>fiii*io /nc  to 
01  ei/irroffiE  Yiotftyvnl  ydt  \rd  fnabn.*t7b£if4j'^ 

biEft  'jdi  01  bciy^oilu  ia  3i‘ yvadc  ei  tcri-iv  nydj  stout  gjjttiiiiilt! 

«  «  ,  4]-*  %ooiiif.t1i*trfifnbA  i‘>fllo  HsgtcdO  yib  8|jtBv/o1  xfiK.T35ginfifrtbA 

‘  ^in ’^d  bistsbiO  "  ^  ^ 

eAHOul  .rjiiKAHt  aV!  >»’  '  _  .*t^U\‘5;iVV  ,2AMOf{’f 


-t. 


r. 


.’  A 


t’.! 

i  -  1 


[I'rtOrtA  «w\Wi<^uJ| 


*  •  ‘  \' 
i  -•  vr 


I  /.  Jfc.  •-.  m-,  .  '»  ,  t«i 

’  •■  ■  ,-»■■’  4 


*f’-. 


.’  /  'V'’ 


>■ 


Xiii' 


.  •  ^(j>jcoy>i  Tiwpo  in  jOMYj‘j 

V?r:i.loV  ■  H'Tav.O^  to  3TA.|fcH,  YjiOTWavVll 

‘to  /1j8  dy  b3ai.yosb  Oflw.jWiya  nyblA  Hqyao W -jjrqeo  lo  vioiny  ml  jftlr 


b  p  J 
oc.  00- 1 
<x>-Lv>r 


>.  -  I'?--' 


SI  .  -41 4 

enlile  n‘jY:»i^8*KimI 


c».oi-t 
<»?  oi-<i 


.At  ** 


OCMX>-I  I 

oo^:x>*5* 

OC  ^f-l 
QC2sC<0*^ 
OD.O^-> 

OjnO*!*-© 

CKf-OOt 


’*  *z 


'  ■  I  •  -.’I- 


-  Ic  - 

itsniii^.St^*»fi 

ibrrijiivl  93010 

>j».oaHa  bau  ajnH  adiuolO 

^inirftEol baii  f I  yH' 

!Ci|;i330ni 
aiofn 

.tiom 


I 


«Tbm 

^uvT 

,  -.,  -  t  e  “  ^^uod  ni  jK»m 

V  'll!  [ _ *  '  *‘^a' 


tii 


7 


4 


jJrj»H..>l.j)j  9vo<Jj;  3j[  tosjjrtaH  3li(i;;/c)ni  ai{  ^i  rt-Miiwif^S^ltl '^iryKrauitiJ  si/JT 

,  >’,  Y  T  v  "  '  i^'j''«Mll<>  i>f.8ulJijj  yd  batuassfa  nablA 

.AHUft  VlUiA  i  " 

(i!fcmt  i\ioa\ WiW^l 

MH  -eV 


■ "  ■ 


*^.'5 


Y  ap 


Alden  Homestead 


33 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Will  OF  Joseph  Alden  Senr.  Vol.  1:256 

These  are  to  publish  and  Declare  to  all  to  whome  it  may  concern  that  I 
Joseph  Alden  senr.  of  ye  Town  of  Bridgewater  in  ye  County  of  Plimouth  in 
New  England  being  of  sound  judgment  and  memory  Do. ordain  and  make  my 
last  will  and  Testament  in  maner  following  my  Immortall  soul  I  do  Humbly 
Resign  into  ye  mercefull  hands  of  Almighty  God  my  creator  hoping  through 
ye  merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  to  obtain  parden  and  salvation  my 
Body  I  commit  to  ye  Ekirth  from  whence  it  was  to  be  Decently  Interred  at  ye 
Discretion  of  my  executors  and  the  rest  of  my  Christian  friends  And  as  touch¬ 
ing  such  worldly  estate  as  God  hath  Blessed  me  withall  I  Dispose  of  it  in 
maner  and  forme  as  followeth 

Impr.  I  give  to  my  son  Isaac  fifty  Acres  of  Land  which  he  lives  upon 
further  I  Give  him  Ten  acres  more  which  I  gave  him  liberty  to  take  up- 
more  Ten  Acres  of  Swamp  more  two  acres  of  upland  which  he  hath  taken  up  in 
lieu  of  the  upland  belonging  to  Coasters  Kitchen  meadows-  one  Acre  more  of 
meadow  at  Byrams  hole  which  he  hath  hitherto  Enjoyed  more  I  give  to  him 
Half  my  meadow  Lott  in  Byrams  hole  In  consideraiton  whereof  my  will  is 
that  he  allow  to  my  son  Joseph  Three  acres  out  of  the  fore  mentioned  ten 
acres  of  swamp  further  I  Give  to  my  son  Isaac  Half  my  sixty  acres  of  land 
between  Byrams  Hole  and  the  Sawmill  All  which  lands  above  mentioned  I 
Say  I  Give  to  him  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever. 

Item  I  Give  to  my  son  Joseph  The  land  whereupon  he  lives  of  which  have 
already  Given  him  Assurance  by  written  Deed-  further  I  give  to  him  Twenty 
Acres  lying  upon  the  Great  River  Below  Goodman  Bayleys  land  I  Give  Be¬ 
tween  my  two  sons  Joseph  and  John  Ten  Acres  of  land  to  be  taken  up  to  be 
equally  Divided  Between  them  which  said  lands  as  aforesaid  I  Give  to  him 
and  to  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever. 

Item  I  Give  to  my  Deare  wife  my  Homestead  with  all  the  Housing  there¬ 
upon  and  all  my  other  lands  joyning  thereunto  more  I  Give  unto  her  Ten 
acres  of  Land  upon  the  plaine  more  two  wood  lots  lying  on  the  left  hand  of  ye 
way  to  Thomas  Washbourns  And  my  will  is  That  my  son  John  shall  have  the 
use  and  Improvement  thereof  for  his  and  my  wife’s  comfort  during  her  life 
time  And  that  after  her  decease  my  son  John  should  enjoy  it  all  Together  with 
half  my  sixty  Acres  above  mentioned  lying  near  the  sawmill  And  half  my 
Lott  of  meadow  in  Byrams  Hole  All  which  parcells  of  Land  I  say  I  do  give  to 
him  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever-  further  I  Give  All  my  moveables 
to  my  wife  to  dispose  of  as  she  shall  se  cause  I  Give  to  my  three  sons  Isaac 
Joseph  and  John  all  my  right  and  Interest  in  ye  majors  purchase  and  Also  in 
ye  undivided  lands  belonging  to  my  purchase  right  to  be  equally  Divided 
amongst  them. 

And  finally  I  do  constitute  make  and  ordaine  Mary  my  wife  executrix  & 
my  son  John  Joynt  executor  of  this  my  last  will  &  Testament  utterly  renounc¬ 
ing  revoking  &  disclayming  all  other  wils  and  Testaments  whatsoever  In 
witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  fourteenth  day  of 
December  in  ye  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety  and  six. 

Joseph  Alden  Senr. 

Elis  X  mark  &  a  {Seal) 
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Signed  sealed  pronounced  and  declared  in  the  presence  of  us  ye  subscribers 
vizt. 

Pallatiah  Smith 
Thomas  Delano 
Joseph  Hayward 

Memorandum  pallatiah  Smith  Thomas  Delano  and  Joseph  Hayward  the 
witness  here  named  appeared  and  made  oath  before  Wm.  Bradford  Esq 
Judge  of  probate  on  ye  loth  day  of  March  1696/7  That  they  were  present  & 
saw  &  heard  Joseph  Alden  the  Testator  above  named  sign  seal  &  declare  ye 
Instrument  above  written  to  be  his  last  will  and  that  to  ye  best  of  their  Judg¬ 
ment  he  was  of  sound  disposing  mind  &  memory  when  he  did  ye  same. 

[Copied from  Records] 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS 
Deed  of  John  Alden  Sr.  to  Sons  Jonathan  &  David  Alden  Vol.  4:65 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents 

that  I  John  Alden  Senr.  of  Duxborough  in  ye  County  &  Colony  of  New  Pli- 
mouth  in  New  England  Cooper  for  and  in  Consideration  of  that  parentall 
Love  &  affection  which  I  bear  unto  my  two  sons  Jonathan  &  David  Alden 
Have  freely  fully  and  absolutely  Given  granted  Aliened  and  confirmed  and  by 
these  presents  Do  freely  fully  &  absolutely  Give  grant  Alien  &  confirm  from 
me  the  abovesaid  John  Alden  &  all  others  my  heirs  &  Assigns  unto  ym. 
the  said  Jonathan  and  David  joyntly  And  likewise  to  their  heirs  males  and 
in  extinction  of  their  heirs  males  unto  their  heirs  ffemales  for  ever  Two 
parcells  of  land  hereafter  expressed  with  all  &  singular  ye  priviledge  and 
Immunities  thereto  in  any  manner  belonging  Together  with  all  my  Personall 
right  title  and  Interest  therein  vizt.  both  in  ye  whole  &  in  every  parcell  thereof 
The  lands  are  Imprimis  A  parcell  of  Salt  marsh  lying  in  Duxborough  above 
said  being  in  Quantity  five  Acres  more  or  less  &  bounded  with  Indian  Creeke 
river  the  mille  creeke  &  Phillip  Delano’s  land  vizt.  upland  &  meadow  secondly 
my  whole  proportion  in  ye  majors  Purchase  commonly  so  called  being  ye 
Thirty  fifth  part  of  said  purchase  be  it  more  or  less. 

To  Have  and  to  Hold  The  five  above  sd  Parcells  of  Land  together  with 
all  and  singular  ye  priviledges  and  Immunities  thereof  To  ye  sd  Jonathan  and 
David  And  their  heirs  as  above  mentioned  for  Ever  to  be  Holden  according 
to  ye  manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  ye  County  of  Kent  in  ye  Realm  of  England 
in  ffree  &  common  Soccage  &  not  in  Capite  nor  by  Knights  Service  ye  rents 
&  services  thereout  due  and  of  right  accustomed  free  &  clear  &  clearly  acquit¬ 
ted  of  and  from  all  former  gifts  grants  bargains  sales  leases  mortgages  joyn- 
tures  Dowry  Extents  uses  &  Intails  And  from  all  other  tithes  troubles  Charges 
Demands  and  Incumbrances  made  omitted  or  suffered  by  me  ye  abovesaid 
John  Alden  my  heirs  or  Assigns  or  any  other  person  Lawfully  clayming  by 
from  or  under  me  or  them  or  any  of  them  warranting  ye  title  and  Gift  thereof 
against  all  persons  lawfully  clayming  any  right  title  or  Interest  in  ye  premises 
or  through  or  under  me.  And  that  ye  said  Jonathan  and  David  their  heirs  & 
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Assigns  and  Every  of  them  shall  &  may  by  virtue  of  these  presents  for  Ever 
hereafter  lawfully  &  quietly  Have  hold  occupy  possess  and  enjoy  all  ye  above 
Granted  premises  with  all  their  rights  members  &  Appurtenances  &  have 
receive  and  take  all  ye  rents  Issues  &  profits  thereof  to  their  own  Proper  use 
for  Ever  without  any  lawfull  let  suit  trouble  denyall  Interuption  or  disturb¬ 
ance  of  me  the  said  John  Alden  my  heirs  or  Assigns  or  any  other  person  what¬ 
soever  lawfully  clayming  from  by  or  under  me  them  or  any  of  them  or  by 
their  means  act  consent  title  Interest  privily  or  procurement. 

Item  I  John  Alden  above  mentioned  Do  covenant  with  ye  sd  Jonathan 
and  David  That  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  them  either  by  their  Attorney  or  them¬ 
selves  to  record  or  cause  to  be  recorded  the  title  and  tenure  of  these  presents 
in  any  of  his  majties  Courts  according  to  ye  order  in  such  case  provided  & 
made  All  which  notwithstanding  two  exceptions  are  to  be  observed  vizt.  first 
that  if  either  of  ye  sd  Jonathan  &  David  Ilye  and  leave  a  widdow  his  widdow 
shall  during  her  widdowhood  enjoy  her  husbands  proportion  in  ye  premises 
secondly  if  either  Jonathan  or  David  remove  himself  &  family  out  of  Duxbor- 
ough  the  whole  premises  shall  be  in  ye  possession  &  remaine  to  ye  only  use  & 
profit  of  him  that  abideth  &  for  performance  of  ye  Premises  I  ye  sd  John  Alden 
bind  myself  my  heirs  executors  &  administrators  firmly  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  seal  this  nineteenth 
day  of  August  Anon  Domini  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  and  seven  And 
in  ye  third  year  of  ye  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  James  ye  second  King  of 
Great  Brittain  France  &  Ireland. 


ICHABOD  WiSEWALL 

Joseph  Chandler 


John  Alden  Senr.  {Seal) 


John  Alden  Senr.  coming  before  me  the  19th  of  August  1687  Did  own  & 
freely  acknowledge  ye  Deed  above  written  to  be  his  act  &  Deed 

William  Bradford 

One  of  his  Majties.  Councill  for  his  Dominion  & 
Teritory  of  New  England. 


Received  ye  loth  N  Recorded  ye  12th  of  Sepr.  1701. 

Saml,  Sprague,  Register. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Will  of  John  Alden  Vol.  15:284 

In  the  name  of  God  amen  The  28th  Day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1759  I  John  Alden  of  Bridgewater  in  the  County  of  Plymouth  in  new  England 
Calling  to  minde  the  mortallity  of  my  bodey  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my 
last  will  &  Testament  that  is  To  Say  principally  &  first  of  all  I  give  &  Recom¬ 
mend  My  Sole  into  the  hands  of  God  that  gave  it  hopeing  through  the  merets 
Death  &  Passion  of  my  Savour  Jesus  Crist  to  have  full  &  free  Pardon  of  all 
my  Sins  &  To  hinherret  Everlasting  life  and  my  bodey  I  commit  To  the  Earth 
To  be  Decently  Buried  at  the  Decision  of  my  Executor  here  after  named 
nothing  Doubting  but  at  the  General  Ressurection  I  Shall  Receve  the  Same 
again  by  the  migty  Power  of  God  and  as  Tho  week  in  bodey  but  of  Perfect 
minde  &  memory  I  Do  dispose  of  Such  worldly  Estate  as  it  hath  Pleasd  God 
To  bles  me  with  in  the  manner  following  that  is  To  Say 
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I  will  that  my  Just  Debts  be  onestly  Paid  by  my  Execrx.  hereafter  named 
I  give  to  my  well  beloved  wife  Rebeckah  Alden  whome  I  Constitute  and  ap¬ 
point  and  ordain  my  only  and  Sole  Executor  of  this  my  last  will  &  Testament 
the  Improvement  of  all  my  Estate  Both  Real  &  Personal  for  her  Support  and 
Bringing  up  the  children  until  my  Son  John  arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years  and  then  To  be  Equally  Devided  amongst  My  then  Serviving  children 
Reserving  to  my  wife  one  Third  Part  both  Real  &  Personal  out  of  the  Same 
So  long  as  She  remains  my  widdow  then  To  be  Equally  Devided  to  my  then 
Surviving  children  I  also  will  that  my  Executrix  Pay  out  of  my  Estate  before 
or  at  the  Time  of  the  Devision  unto  my  Grand  Daughter  Nabby  Alden  Six 
pounds  Thirteen  Shillings  &  four  Pence  if  then  Survg.  And  I  Do  Ratefy  and 
Confirm  this  To  be  my  last  will  &  Testament. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  hand  &  Seal  the  year  &  Day 
above  written. 

John  Alden  {Seal) 

Signed  Sealed  Pronounced  and  Declared  by  the  Said  John  Alden  as  his 
last  will  &  Testament  in  the  Presence  of  us 

Recompense  Cary 
William  Burrel 
IcHABOD  Cary 

Plymouth  ss.  April  27th  1759  This  will  having  been  Presented  for  Probt. 
by  the  Execx.  therein  named  William  Burrell  &  Ichabod  Cary  made  oath  that 
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they  saw  the  Said  John  Alden  Signe  Seal  &  Deliver  and  heard  him  Declare 
this  Instrument  to  be  his  last  will  &  Testament  &  that  they  Together  with 
Recompence  Cary  in  his  Presence  Subscribed  as  witnesses  &  that  according 
to  the  best  of  their  Judgement  he  was  then  of  Sound  minde. 

Jno  Cushing,  Judge  of  Prob. 

[Copied from  Records\ 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Copy  Will  of  David  Alden  Vol.  16:503 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents 

shall  come  that  I  David  Alden  of  Middleborough  in  the  County  of  Plimouth 
in  Newengland  being  at  this  time  of  a  Sound  and  Disposing  memory  blessed 
by  God  for  the  Same  but  being  Sensable  of  my  own  Mortallity  Do  make  and 
ordain  this  to  be  my  Last  will  and  Testament  to  remain  firm  and  inviolabell 
forever. 

first  I  recomend  my  Soul  to  God  that  gave  it  and  my  Body  to  the  Earth 
from  whence  it  was  taken  hopeing  to  receive  the  Same  at  the  general  Resur¬ 
rection  throng  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Lord  and  as  to 
what  it  hath  Pleased  God  to  bestow  upon  me  of  this  worlds  Goods  T  dispose 
of  the  same  as  follows: 

I  have  given  To  my  Son  Solomon  Alden  all  my  lands  Lying  in  Bridge- 
water  by  deed  of  gift  more  I  give  to  my  son  Solomon  my  best  hat  and  Neck 
Hankerchief  and  to  my  Son  David  Alden  I  have  given  by  deed  of  gift  60  acers 
of  land  in  Midelborough  and  Mobey  Eatons  right  more  I  give  to  my  Son  David 
12  acers  of  land  of  that  Lot  I  bought  lawyer  Leanard  at  the  west  end  thare  of 
more  I  give  to  (**=*=****)  My  Blew  Coat  and  Jacket  I  have  given  to  my  Son 
Job  Alden  by  deed  of  Gift  about  a  hundred  acer  of  land  more  I  give  to  my  Son 
Job  Alden  my  littel  feald  by  the  buring  place  with  the  land  adjoining  to  that 
feald  between  that  and  brother  Josephs  homested  land  and  I  give  to  my  Son 
Job  my  broadcloth  Sute  the  iron  bar  and  the  (*****)  chain  that  I  had  of  widdo 
pool  my  broad  hoe  and  gun  and  I  give  and  bequeath  my  loveing  wife  Judith 
alden  the  east  end  of  my  House  that  all  the  old  part  of  the  building  to  be  all¬ 
ways  for  her  use  and  improvement  and  for  my  Daughter  abigail  to  improve  as 
long  as  She  Needs  it  and  I  give  to  my  wife  my  barn  and  Cornhouse  and  the 
hold  improvement  of  my  meadow  by  brother  John  and  the  one  half  of  my 
home  farm  moing  paster  planting  orchard  and  I  give  to  my  wife  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  my  woodland  for  wood  and  fenceing  and  I  give  to  my  Daughter 
abigail  my  meadow  between  brother  Johns  and  Mr.  Eatons  (******)  when 
she  comes  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  year  her  mother  improveing  on  it  til  then 
and  my  will  is  that  my  Son  Silas  Alden  Should  pay  as  a  Legacy  to  my  Daughter 
abigail  one  hundred  pound  Lawfull  money  within  one  year  after  my  Decease 
and  my  will  is  that  my  Daughter  abigail  Should  have  tow  Cows  and  Six  Sheep 
and  all  the  rest  of  my  Stock  Cowes  young  catell  mare  Sheep  Swine  foults  I 
give  to  my  beloved  wife  to  be  at  her  Dispose  as  allso  the  one  half  of  my  inadore 
movebels  to  be  at  her  Dispose  and  the  other  half  of  my  inadore  movebels  I 
give  to  my  Daughter  abigail  and  I  give  my  Son  Job  with  his  mother  the  im¬ 
provement  of  my  lands  till  it  is  Enough  to  pay  all  my  just  Debts  funaral 
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chargs  or  any  other  neacesary  Charges  that  may  arise  in  Seatelling  the 
Estate  and  my  will  is  that  my  (son)  Job  alden  with  my  beloved  wife  Judith 
alden  Should  be  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  and  all  my 
other  Estate  that  T  have  not  hear  given  away  lying  in  Midelborough  I  give  to 
my  Son  Silas  alden  and  my  lot  at  ashford  I  give  to  my  five  Chilldren  to  be 
Equally  Divided  between  them  as  witness  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  Hand 
Seall  this  14th  Day  of  may  1763 

David  Alden  {Seal) 

Azel  Keith 

David  Hooper 

John  X  Packard  his  mark 

[The  above  was  copied  from  the  Records\ 

The  above  Will  was  allowed  14  May  1763 

(***  words  not  decipherable) 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Copy  Will  of  Isaac  Alden  Sr.  Vol.  5:344 

In  ye  Name  of  God  Amen:  The  Twenty  fourth  day  of  Aprill  Anno  Dom 
1727  I  Isaac  Allden  Senr.  of  Bridgewater  in  ye  County  of  Plymouth  in  New- 
england  calling  to  mind  ye  Mortallity  of  my  Body  and  knowing  that  it  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  all  men  once  to  Dy  Do  Make  &  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  Tes¬ 
tament: 

first  and  principally  I  Give  &  Recommend  my  Soul  into  ye  hands  of  God 
that  gave  it  Hoping  through  ye  merrit  of  my  Saviour  Jesus  christ  to  obtain 
the  pardon  of  all  my  sins  &  to  inherit  everlasting  life,  and  my  Body  I  commit 
to  the  earth  to  be  decently  buried  at  ye  discretion  of  my  Executors  hereafter 
named  Hoping  at  ye  generall  Resurrection  to  receive  ye  same  again  by  ye 
allmity  power  of  God-  And  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  where  with  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  life  I  Give  demise  and  dispose  of  ye  same  in 
the  following  manner  viz- 

first  I  Give  &  bequeath  to  Mehittabell  my  well  beloved  wife  all  my  move¬ 
ables  or  personall  (estate  excep  ye  legacies  to  be  mentioned)  for  &  during  the 
time  of  her  naturall  life. 

Item  I  Give  to  my  three  sons  viz-  Isaac  Allden,  Ebenezer  Allden  &  John 
Allden  besides  what  I  formerly  gave  them  by  Deeds-  or  other  wais:  I  Give  to 
them  their  Heirs  &  Assigns  forever  my  Rights  in  ye  Cedar  Swamp  at  a  place 
called  Majors  Purchase:  And  I  Constitute  &  appoint  my  Wife  &  my  sd  son 
Isaac  Allden  to  be  the  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament. 

Item  I  Give  to  my  grand-children  (ye  children  of  my  Daughter  Mehit¬ 
tabell  Richards  deceased  namely)  Joseph  Richards,  Daniel  Richards,  James 
Richards  Mehittabel  Richards  &  Sarah  Richards  to  them  I  Give  twelve  pence 
apiece  to  be  paid  after  my  decease-  And  I  Give  to  my  four  surviving  Daughters, 
namely  Sarah,  Cary,  Mary  Webb,  Mercy  Packard  &  Jemima  Allden,  to  them 
I  also  give  five  shillings  apiece  to  be  Paid  to  them  after  my  Decease. 

Item  And  further  as  to  what  Shall  remain  of  my  ad  personall  Estate  after 
ye  Decease  of  my  Wife  I  Give  &  Dispose  of  ye  same  as  followeth  viz-  one  fifth 
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part  thereof  to  my  Daughter  Sarah  Cary,  one  fifth  part  to  my  Daughter  Marcy 
Packard,  one  fifth  part  to  my  Daughter  Mary  Webb,  one  fifth  part  to  my 
Daughter  Jemima  Allden  &  the  other  fifth  part  thereof  to  my  Grand-Daughters 
Mehittabell  Richards  &  Sarah  Richards. 

Isaac  Allden  {Seal) 

Signed,  Sealed,  pronounced  &  declared  by  ye  sd  Isaac  Allden  to  be  his 
last  will  &  testament  in  ye  presence  of 

JosPEH  Edson 
James  Cary 
Isaac  Snow 

October  the  20:  1727  Joseph  Edson  James  Cary  and  Isaac  Snow  made 
oath  that  they  saw  the  above  named  Isaac  Allden  sign  seal  and  heard  him 
declare  the  above  written  Instrument  to  be  his  last  Will  and  Testament  and 
that  at  the  same  time  they  set  to  their  hands  as  witnesses  and  that  according 
to  the  best  of  their  observation  he  then  was  of  a  sound  and  disposing  mind 
and  memory. 

Before  Issaac  Winslow,  Judge  of  Probate. 

[The  above  was  copied  from  the  original\ 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 


Inventory  Estate  Isaac  Alden 


Vol.  5:345 


A  True  Inventory  of  all  ye  Estate,  both  Real  &  Personall  that  Mr.  Isaac 
Alden,  late  of  Brigdewater  Died  seized  of  who  Deceased  June  24  1727  taken 
by  Joseph  Edson,  James  Cary  and  Isaac  Snow,  ye  twenty-sixth  day  of  July 
1727  as  followeth: 


Half  a  yoke  of  oxen,  &  a  young  single  ox 
Six  Cows 

Three  Catle  of  three  years  old,  &  a  Horse 

Three  Catle  of  two  year  old 

Three  yearlings  &  a  half  Right  in  one 

Four  Calves,  and  a  half  right  in  six  swine 

Three  chains,  with  Horse-chains,  and  a  right  in  Plows 

a  right  in  Cart-wheel  &  yokes-  Cops  &  Hooks 

Forks,  Rakes,  axes,  Howes,  Sythes  and  a  Grindstone 

a  Hand-saw,  frow.  Beetle  and  Wedges 

Books  and  Apparel 

Cloath,  Sheets,  Wool  and  flax 

Pillow-bers,  Table-cloaths  &  Napkins 

Two  Beds  with  under-beds  covering  cords  and  Bed-steads 

The  Widows  Bed  Furnished 

A  Box,  Table,  Chairs  and  Chests 

The  Flachel,  Wheels  &  cards 

Sadis,  Pillion  ropes  and  bridle 

a  chizzle-  Sickles  and  some  old  Iron 

Leather,  Pincers,  Auls  and  some  small  tools 
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7- 12-00 
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3- 18-00 

4-  1 4-00 
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0-14-00 

15-16-00 
24- 1 4-00 
2-02-00 
1 1-08-00 


3-07-00 

1- 07-00 

2-  1 3-00 
0-12-00 
1-08-00 
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Potts,  with  other  Iron  &  brass  vessels 

Tramels,  tongs  and  fire-shovel 

Brass,  Puter,  Glass  and  Earthen  vessels 

Trenchers,  Knives,  Dishes  and  Trais 

Barrels,  Tubbs  and  Pails  tobacco  &  a  smoothing  Iron 

Meal-bags,  Bells,  Scails  &  weights 

Guns  and  a  sword 

a  Raisor  candle-stick  &  some  trifles 

Money,  with  what  is  due  to  ye  Estate  upon  Book  &  otherwise 
Rights  in  Cedar  Swamp 

a  Ninth  part  of  a  Ten  acre  grant  in  ye  undived  land 

Lands  with  ye  Building  &c  given  to  Ebenezer  Alden  by  Deed 

A  Cribb  of  old  corn 

The  Indian  corn  upon  ye  ground 

The  barly  on  ye  ground 

The  Flax  on  ye  ground 

Tobacco  on  ye  ground 

Joseph  Edson 
James  Cary 
Isaac  Snow 


4- 15-00 
I  -04-00 
2-12-00 
I-I I-OO 

5- 04-00 
1-05-00 

3- 05-00 
O- 1 4-00 

4- 03-00 
1 0-00-00 

1 - 10-00 
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October  the  20:  1727  Mehetable  Alden  made  oath  that  the  within  written 
is  a  true  and  perfect  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  her  husband  Isaac  Allden  late 
of  Bridgewater  in  the  County  ol  Plymouth  as  far  as  is  come  to  her  knowledge 
and  if  more  hereafter  appears  she  will  also  give  it  in. 

Before  Isaac  Winslow,  Judge  of  Probate. 


The  day  above  written  the  within  named  Joseph  Edson  James  Cary  and 
Isaac  Snow  made  oath  that  the  within  written  is  a  just  and  equall  apprise- 
ment  of  the  estate  of  Isaac  Alden  late  of  Bridgewater  deceased  is  a  just  and 
equall  apprisement  according  to  the  best  of  their  Judgment. 

Before  Isaac  Winslow,  Judge  oj  Probate. 
{Copied from  original] 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Copy  OF  Will  Isaac  Alden  ¥01.28:214 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen:  May  the  Eleventh  one  thousand  Seven 
Hundred  &  Seventy  three-  I  Isaac  Alden  of  Bridgewater  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth  in  New  England  yeoman-  being  advanced  in  age  but  of  Sound 
mind  &  memory  Thanks  be  given  to  God-  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of 
my  Body  &  Knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  Dye-  Do  make 
&  ordain  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament:  that  is  to  Say  Princapaly  and 
first  of  all  I  Give  &  Recommend  my  Soul  into  the  Hand  of  God  that  Gave  it: 
and  my  Body  I  recomend  to  the  Earth:  to  be  Buried  in  a  Decent  Christian 
Burial  at  the  Direction  of  my  Executor:  nothing  Doubting  but  at  the  General 
Resurection  I  shall  Receive  the  Same  again  by  the  mighty  Power  of  God: 
and  as  Touching  Such  worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  Pleasd.  God  to  Bless 
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me  with  in  this  Life-  I  Give  Demise  &  Dispose  off  the  Same  in  the  following 
manner  and  Form  viz: 

imprimiss-  I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  my  Brother  Ebenezer  Aldin  the  Sum 
of  Thirteen  Pounds  Six  Shillings  &  Eight  Pence  to  be  paid  him  by  my  Execu¬ 
tors  hereafter  Named  in  one  year  after  my  Deceas. 

Item-  I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  my  Two  Sisters  viz  Sarah  Cary  &  Mercy 
Packard  and  to  the  Heirs  of  my  Sister  Mehitable  Richards  Deceast:  and  to 
the  Heirs  of  Jamima  Whitman  my  Sister  Deceast:  and  to  their  Heirs  and 
assigns  for  Ever:  the  Farm  with  the  Buildings  thereon  which  I  Bought  of 
Isreal  Bailey  Lying  on  the  Easterly  Side  of  Bever  Brook  so  Call’d  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Bridgewater:  and  also  a  Trackt  of  Lands  Lying  on  the  Easterly  Side 
of  the  Lands  I  Sold  Ezra  Alden  Deceast  and  adjoining  the  Lands  of  Daniel 
Kingman-  also  a  Lott  of  Lands  Lying  on  Snells  plain  adjoining  to  the  above 
said  Farm  (which  I  bought  of  Isreal  Bailey)  and  my  will  is  that  the  above 
Said  Farm  &  Buildings  and  Lands  be  Equal y  Devided  into  four  Parts  as  to 
Quantity  &  Quality  &  that  my  Two  Sisters  above  Named  or  their  Heirs  To 
have  Two  parts  thereof:  and  the  Heirs  of  My  Two  Sisters  al)ove  Named 
Deceast  the  other  two  parts,  to  be  Equaly  Devided  amongst  them. 

Item  I  Give  &  Bequeath  To  Isaac  Alden  minor  Son  of  Ezra  Alden  De¬ 
ceast  Sixty  Six  Pounds  Thirteen  Shillings  &  Four  Pence  in  a  Note  of  Hand  I 
have  against  John  Bisbee  of  that  Sum  bearing  Date  September  the  Twenty 
Eigth  1771  and  payable  on  the  first  Day  of  April  one  Thousand  Seven  Hun¬ 
dred  &  Eighty  Four  if  he  shold  Live  To  the  age  of  'Fwenty  one,  if  otherwise 
my  will  is  that:  that  note  when  payd.  Shall  be  Equaly  13evided  Between  My 
two  Sisters  above  Named  or  their  Heirs  and  the  Heirs  of  my  Two  Sisters  above 
Named  Deceast. 

Item  I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  the  two  Eldest  Daughters  of  my  Brother 
John  Alden  Deceast  viz  Hannah  &  Kezia  a  Lott  of  Lands  formerly  Laid  out 
to  Deacon  Fobes  at  a  place  Call’d  Peeked  Point  also  a  Lot  of  lainds  I  Bought 
of  John  Edson  Containing  about  Eight  acres-  also  a  Lot  of  Lands  I  Bought  of 
David  Snow  Containing  about  Five  acres-  also  the  Sum  of  Thirteen  Pounds 
Six  shillings  &  Eight  Pence  (to  be  paid  by  my  Executors  hereafter  Named) 
to  be  Equaly  Devided  Between  them,  or  their  Heirs  in  one  year  after  my  de¬ 
cease. 

Item-  I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  Abigail  Alden  Daughter  of  Isaac  Alden 
Deceast  &  Grandaughter  to  my  Brother  John  Alden  Deceast  the  sum  of 
Thirteen  Pounds  Six  shillings  &  Eight  Pence  to  be  paid  to  her  by  my  Execu¬ 
tors  in  one  year  after  my  Decease. 

Item-  I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  my  Nephew  Jonathan  Alden  Son  of  my 
Brother  John  Alden  Deceast  all  my  wearing  apparel  and  my  Bed  &  Beding 
and  all  my  Farming  Tools  &  Indoor  movables. 

Item  I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  my  True  &  Trusty  Frind  John  Orcutt  of 
Bridgewater  yeoman  &  To  my  Frind  David  Kingman  of  sd  Bridgewater 
Trader  a  Lot  of  Lands  Lying  in  Said  Bridgewater  in  a  Swamp  Call’d  Black 
Brook  Swamp  viz  to  David  Kingman  aforesd.  Ten  acres  and  the  Remainder 
To  the  afore  Said  John  Orcutt  To  them  &  their  Lleirs  &  assigns  for  Ever  and 
I  Do  hereby  Constitute  and  appoint  the  above  mentioned  John  Orcutt  & 
David  Kingman  my  Executors  to  this  my  Last  will  &  Testament  unto  whom 
I  Give  &  Bequeath  all  my  Notes  of  Hand  &  Securities  for  money  and  all  my 
Quick  Stock,  and  all  other  my  Estate  Not  hereto  fore  mentiond  they  Paying 
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all  my  Just  &  Honest  Debts  &  Funeral  Charges  &  the  Legacys  Before  men¬ 
tioned  viz  to  my  Brother  Ebenezer  Alden  &  Isaac  Alden,  Hannah  and  Kezia 
the  Daughters  of  My  Brother  John  Alden  &  Abigail  Alden-  and  the  over 
pluss  or  Remainder  if  any  there  be  after  my  Debts  Funeral  Charges  &  Leg¬ 
acys  are  Paid,  To  be  Equaly  Devided  Between  my  Two  Sisters  before  men¬ 
tioned  (or  their  Heirs)  And  the  Heirs  of  my  two  Deceased  Sisters  Before  men¬ 
tioned  And  I  Do  hereby  uterly  Disalow  Revoke  and  Disanul  all  and  Every 
other  of  the  former  Testaments  wills  Legacys  &  Bequests  &  Executors  by  me 
in  any  wise  before  Named  willed  &  Bequeathed  Ratifying  &  confirming  this 
and  no  other  to  be  my  Last  will  &  Testament. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  Set  my  Hand  and  Seal  the  Day  &  year 
above  written. 

Isaac  Alden  {Seal) 

Sign’d  Seald  Published  &  Declared  by  the  Said  Isaac  Alden  as  his  Last 
will  &  Testament  in  the  Presence  of  us  the  Subscribers. 

Joshua  Barrell 
Joseph  Beall 
Azariah  Beall 

[Copied from  original\ 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  PROBATE 

Copy — Deed  From  John  Alden  Sr.  to  Son  Joseph  ¥01.3:194 

To  all  people  to  whome  these  presents  shall  come  John  Alden  of  Dux- 
borough  in  ye  jurisdiction  of  New  Plimouth  in  New  England  Gentleman 
Greeting  &c  know  ye  that  I  the  said  John  Alden  for  and  in  Consideration  of 
ye  Love  and  natural  affection  &  for  other  valuable  causes  &  considerations 
me  hereunto  especially  moving  Have  given  Granted  enfeoffed  and  confirmed 
and  by  these  presents  do  Give  Grant  enfoeffe  and  confirm  unto  Joseph  Alden 
my  true  &  naturall  son  All  that  my  whole  share  or  part  of  Land  at  or  being 
within  ye  Township  of  Bridgewater  both  upland  &  meadow  land  both  divided 
and  undivided  with  all  and  singular  the  privileges  &  Appurtenances  there¬ 
unto  belonging  or  any  ways  Appertaining  to  one  whole  share  or  part  of  Land 
situate  lying  &  being  within  ye  Township  of  Bridgewater  in  ye  jurisdiction  of 
New  Plimouth  aforesaid  with  all  my  said  Right  title  and  Interest  of  and  unto 
ye  Premises  with  their  appurtenances  &  every  part  and  parcell  thereof. 

To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  one  whole  share  or  part  of  land  unto  Joseph 
Alden  his  heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever  To  ye  proper  use  and  behoofe  of  him  ye 
sd  Joseph  Alden  his  heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever. 

To  be  holden  according  to  ye  manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  ye  county  of 
Kent  in  the  Realm  of  England  in  free  and  common  Sockage  and  not  in  Capite 
or  Knights  service  free  &  clear  &  clearly  acquitted  of  and  from  all  other  & 
former  gifts  grants  Bargains  Sales  &c  And  of  and  from  all  other  titles  Charges 
troubles  demands  or  Incumbrances  whatsoever  had  made  suffered  or  done  by 
me  the  sd  John  Alden  or  by  my  heirs  or  Assigns  warranting  ye  Gift  &  title 
hereof  against  all  people  whatsoever  in  by  through  or  under  me  the  said  John 
Alden  my  Heirs  or  Assigns  or  any  other  person  lawfully  Clayming  from  by  or 
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under  me  or  them  or  any  of  them  any  right  title  or  Interest  of  or  in  the  premis¬ 
es  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof  of  whatsoever. 

And  that  ye  sd  Joseph  Alden  his  heirs  &  assigns  &  every  of  them  shall  & 
may  by  virtue  of  these  presents  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  for  Ever 
hereafter  lawfully  peaceably  &  Quietly  Have  hold  use  occupy  possess  &  Enjoy 
all  &  singular  ye  before  granted  premises  with  their  &  every  of  their  rights 
members  &  Appurtenances  without  any  lawfull  'Let  Suit  trouble  denyall 
Interuption  or  disturbance  of  me  the  said  John  Alden  my  heirs  or  Assigns  or 
any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  Clayming  from  by  or  under  me  or 
them  or  any  of  them. 

Also  I  the  said  John  Alden  do  further  grant  by  these  presents  that  it 
shall  &  may  be  lawfull  to  &  for  ye  abovesd  Joseph  Alden  Either  by  himself  or 
his  Attorney  to  record  and  Enroll  or  Cause  to  be  recorded  &  Enrolled  the  title 
and  tenor  of  these  presents  in  his  Majesties  Court  at  New  Plimouth  aforesaid 
according  to  the  usual  order  &  manner  of  recording  and  Elnrolling  deeds  and 
Evidences  in  such  case  made  and  provided  and  for  ye  Confirmation  of  ye 
premises  I  the  sd  John  Alden  have  to  these  presents  set  my  hand  and  Seal 
Aprill  the  first  day  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  Six  hundred  seventy  nine. 

John  Alden  {Seal) 

Signed  Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us  whose  names  are  under 
written 

William  Pabodie 
Jonathan  Alden 

Mr.  John  Alden  above  mentioned  Acknowledged  this  Instrument  to  be 
his  free  &  voluntary  act  &  Deed  April  14th  1679. 

Before  Josiah  Winslow,  Governr. 

Entered  &  recorded  April  loth  1700. 

pr  Saml.  Sprague,  Recordr. 


PLYMOUTH  COUNTY  REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS 
Copy  of  Deed  From  John  Alden’s  Heirs  Vol.  35:36 

To  all  People  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  John  Jones  of  Hop- 
kington  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England  Esqr.  and  Hannah  his  wife  for  themselves  and  as  the 
said  John  Jones  is  Attorney  to  Elizabeth  Willard  widow  Daughter  to  John 
Alden  of  Boston  Deceasd.  Mariner  Hephzibah  Mortemore  late  Wife  to  Na¬ 
thaniel  Alden,  Mary  Alden  Widow  to  Zechariah  Alden  Son  to  the  abovesaid 
John  Alden  Nathaniel  Alden  Mariner,  Thomas  Alden  Elizabeth  Alden  Anne 
Alden  Singlewoman  Mary  Brightman  Nathaniel  Hayward  N  Hephzibah 
Hayward,  Eliazbeth  Betterly  Peter  Britton  &  Lydia  Bretton  Mary  Alden 
Zechariah  Alden  Samuel  Kneeland  Mary  Kneeland  Timothy  Green  &  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Green  Grand  Children  to  the  aforeds.  John  Alden  deceased  all  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  And  by  their  Power  of  Attorney  under  their  hands  and  Seals  bearing 
Date  the  Sixteenth  Day  of  December  Seventeen  hundred  N  thirty  one  They 
fully  Impowered  the  said  John  Jones  to  Make  Sale  of  any  of  their  real  Estate 
as  he  should  think  fit  &  to  Give  Warrantee  Deeds  thereof  &c- 
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Alden  Moyne  stead 


They  the  said  John  Jones  &  Hannah  his  v/ife  ^  the  Others  aforenamed 
(who  have  Impowered  the  said  John  Jones  as  aforesaid)  are  the  Heirs  and  legal 
Representatives  of  the  said  John  Alden  Deceased,  Send  Greeting  xAnd  Know 
ye  that  ye  sd  John  Jones  &  Hannah  his  Wife  &  as  the  sd  John  Jones  is  attorney 
as  aforesd.  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Four  Hundred  Pounds 
Money  to  the  said  John  Jones  in  hand  well  &  truly  paid  by  David  Miller  of 
Middleborough  in  the  county  of  Plymouth  in  the  Province  aforesd.  Yeoman 
to  full  .Satisfaction  &  Content  Have  by  these  Presents  Given  Granted  Bar¬ 
gain’d  Sold  Alienated  Enfeoffed  &  Conveyed  from  the  said  John  Jones  and 
Hannah  his  Wife  and  all  the  Rest  of  the  Heirs  and  legal  Representatives  of 
the  said  John  Alden  deed,  to  him  the  said  David  Miller  his  Heirs  &  Assigns 
forever  The  third  Lot  of  Land  lying  upon  Pachade  Neck  near  Namaskett  in 
Middleborough  aforesd.  being  in  number  the  third  Lot  Containing  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres  more  or  less  as  the  Same  was  laid  out  and  bounded  to  Mr.  John 
Alden  being  the  Same  John  Alden  deceased  N  before  mentioned,  and  it  is  fully 
to  be  Understood  to  Comprehend  all  the  meadow  Comprehended  within  the 
Bounds  of  said  l.ot  &  are  Accounted  &  Esteemed  a  Part  &  Parcell  of  said  Lot 
in  the  Bounds  thereof  &  adjoining. 

To  Have  &  to  Hold  the  sd  Lot  of  Land  &  Premises  with  the  Priviledges 
Members  and  appurtenances  thereof  from  the  said  John  Jones  &  Hannah  his 
Heirs  and  Representatives  of  the  sd  John  Alden  deceased,  to  him  the  said 
David  Miller  &  his  Heirs  and  assigns  forever  We  the  Said  John  Jones  &  Han¬ 
nah  Jones  in  our  own  Right  and  as  the  sd  John  Jones  is  Attorney  to  the  afore¬ 
named  Heirs  &  Representatives  of  the  said  John  Alden  have  good  Right  full 
Power  and  lawful!  Authority  to  Sell  and  Convey  the  said  granted  and  bar¬ 
gained  Premises  in  Manner  as  aforesd.  free  &  clear  of  all  other  Titles  &  In¬ 
cumbrances  that  might  in  any  Measure  or  Degree  Make  void  this  Deed  & 
the  said  John  Jones  and  Hannah  his  Wife  &  as  the  said  John  Jones  is  Attorney 
as  aforesd.  &  for  himself  &  his  Heirs  Exeers.  &  Adminrs.  will  forever  hereafter 
Warrant  &  Defend  the  said  David  Miller  his  Heirs  and  assigns  forever  in  the 
free  &  clear  Enjoyment  of  the  said  granted  and  bargained  Premises  against 
all  Persons  whatsoever. 

In  Witness  whereof  the  said  John  &  Hannah  Jones  have  hereunto  Set 
their  Hands  &  Seals  the  thirteenth  Day  of  October  Annoq.  Domini  one 
thousand  Seven  hundred  &  thirty  Seven — 1737 — 

Signed  Sealed  &  Delivd.  In  Presence  of  us 

Isaac  Learned 
John  Jones  junr. 

Memorandm.  the  words  (in  the  Bounds  thereof  &  adjoining)  first  Inter¬ 
lined.  John  Jones  {Seal) 

Hannah  Jones  (Seal) 


Middlesex  ss  Sherburn  Octobr.  13th  1741 

The  above  named  John  Jones  &  Llannah  his  Wife  personally  appeared  & 
acknowledged  this  Instrument  to  be  their  free  Act  &  Deed 

Before  me,  John  Death,  Justice  of  Peace, 
Receivd.  May  18  1742  &  Recorded.  Jostah  Cotton,  Regr. 
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This  is  a  continuation  of  the  remarks  of  Ebenezer  Alden  about 
the  Old  Homestead  from  page  19. 

“One  tradition  is  that  the  first  house  was  destroyed  by  fire.  If  this  be 
true,  it  is  probable  that  the  second  was  torn  down,  to  make  way  for  its  more 
pretentious  successor,  and  some  of  its  timbers  are  part  of  the  present  struc¬ 
ture.  The  exact  date  of  the  building  of  the  present  house  is  a  subject  of 
discussion.  The  most  generally  accepted  date  is  1653.  So,  in  his  fifty-fourth 
year,  John  Alden,  Pilgrim,  entered  this  new  home.  Could  the  house  speak 
today,  it  could  tell  us  many  interesting  incidents  occurring  within  its  walls 
which  sheltered  the  deputy  governor  of  the  colony.” 

Mr.  Alden  described  the  house,  as  it  is  described  in  A.  E. 
Alden's  book  Pilgrim  John^  and  traced  the  ownership  of  the 
home  down  to  the  present  generation,  as  it  was  given  in  The 
Times  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  home  by  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  speaker  said : — 

“The  house  is  remarkable,  since,  in  the  more  than  250  years  of  existence, 
it  has  sheltered  continuously  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  its  builder,  a 
record  which  is  probably  not  equalled  by  any  other  house  in  New  England. 
Let  us  remind  ourselves  that  this  structure  is  more  than  a  house,  it  is  a  home. 
A  home  characterized  by  all  those  virtues  which  make  the  nation  strong  and 
sturdy.  A  home  in  which  pure  and  undefiled  religion  reigned  supreme,  and 
from  which  purity  of  life,  strength  of  character,  lofty  ideals,  firm  allegiance 
to  the  right  were  the  natural  offspring.  We  should  hesitate  to  boast  of  the 
great  achievements  of  our  forefather,  unless  there  be  within  us  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  perpetuate  those  characteristics  which  made  him  truly  great.  We 
can,  at  least,  do  our  utmost  to  so  invest  our  energies  that  we  bring  naught  but 
glory  to  the  house  of  Alden.” 

In  a  ten-minute  address  of  “What  Next?’’  President 
George  W.  Alden  exceeded  all  his  former  efforts  in  enthusing  his 
kindred,  and  was  frequently  interrupted  by  applause.  He 
said: — 

“What  next  for  the  Alden  Kindred.^  Now  that  we  have  purchased  the 
old  home  and  the  land  on  which  it  stands,  what  next? 

^  ^ 

“If  the  house  is  to  be  preserved  it  must  have  repairs.  It  needs  new 
shingles,  new  blinds,  new  corner  pieces  and  other  repairs.  We  ought  to  build 
a  house  of  stone,  as  a  memorial  to  Pilgrim  John,  in  which  could  be  placed  all 
historic  relics  which  can  be  collected  in  the  family.  And  we  should  build  a 
pavilion,  in  which  future  reunions  may  be  held.  ...” 

A  collection  was  taken  and  netted  $62.00  toward  repairs. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  John  W.  Alden  and  his 
family,  the  occupants  of  the  house. 
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Alden  Ho?nestead 


Living  Room — The  Alden  House^  Duxbury^  Mass. 


That  the  Old  Homestead  was  badly  in  need  of  repairs  is 
evident  from  the  records.  Tn  the  records  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  ol  October  5,  1908,  we  find  this  state¬ 
ment:^ — 

“The  committee  reported  that  the  shingles,  corner  board  and  blinds 
on  the  Old  Homestead  could  be  repaired  for  ^125.00.  Voted  that  they  pro¬ 
ceed  to  have  the  repairs  made.  It  was  also  voted  that  the  Treasurer  and 
President  constitute  the  committee  to  arrange  for  the  mason  work  to  be  done.” 

Charles  L.  Alden  reported  at  the  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  April  29,  1909,  that  repairs  had  been  made  on  the 
Old  Homestead  at  an  expense  of  $135.00. 

At  an  Executive  Committee  meeting  held  September  20, 
1910,  in  the  office  of  President  Vernon  A.  Field,  in  Boston. 

“It  was  voted  that  the  President  and  Treasurer  be  a  committee  to  have 
general  charge  of  the  Property.” 
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The  committee  authorized  to  obtain  the  original  site  from 
Mr.  Wright  was  never  successful  in  obtaining  the  property. 
It  was  finally  bought  July  i,  1920,  by  Charles  L.  Alden  in  his 
own  name  from  Mr.  Wright’s  son’s  wife  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wright.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held 
November  5,  1919,  the  record  says: — 

“Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden  reported  that  he  had  personally  bought  back 
from  the  Wright  estate  thirty-six  acres  of  the  original  grant  of  land  belonging 
to  Johni  Alden.  Mr.  Alden  also  reported  that  he  had,  at  his  own  expense, 
restored  the  Alden  House;  that  he  had  calcimined,  painted  and  fixed  up  the 
house.  Had  old-fashioned  brick  tiles  placed  at  the  back  door.  One  window 
was  put  in  the  pantry  and  the  L  roof  covered  with  fireproof  paper.” 

Charles  L.  Alden  still  owns  this  original  property  of  John 
Alden,  with  the  exception  of  a  tract  wanted  by  the  Town  of 
Duxbury  in  1926  for  their  new  High  School. 

The  official  records  show  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  society  in 
reunion  at  Plymouth,  July  13,  1921,  Vernon  A.  Field 

.  .  “announced  that  Mr.  C.  L.  Alden  had  completely  renovated  the  Old 
House  at  Duxbury  and  was  desirous  of  securing  a  lease  of  the  property  for  a 
term  of  years,  he  to  continue  as  he  should  choose  to  improve  and  the  Kindred 
retain  the  right  to  visit  the  place  at  any  time  free  of  charge.  Upon  motion 
duly  seconded  it  was  voted  the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Committee.” 

The  Executive  Committee  held  a  meeting  October  i,  1921. 
The  records  show  ten  members  were  present,  with  President 
Joseph  Belcher  presiding.  The  record  says: — 

“The  business  of  the  day  was  to  consider  granting  a  lease  of  the  Alden 
property  at  Duxbury  to  Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden  and  a  copy  was  presented  for 
consideration.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  add  a  clause  to  the  lease  to  the  effect  that  all  members  be  admitted  to 
the  house  free  at  all  times  and  the  Association  to  hold  a  copy  of  the  lease. 
Mr.  Stephen  P.  Alden  and  Mr.  V.  A.  Field  reported  later  and  it  was  accepted 
and  placed  in  the  lease;  the  same  follows: 

“  ‘At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Alden  Kindred  of 
America,  Inc.,  held  this  day,  who  were  duly  authorized  by  said  Alden  Kindred 
of  America  at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Plymouth,  July  13,  1921,  to  execute 
and  deliver  a  lease  of  the  property  described  in  deed  from  Gordon  A.  South- 
worth,  Guardian,  to  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America,  Inc.,  dated  November  30, 
1907,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  might  deem  proper,  the  follow 
ing  vote  was  passed: — 

“  ‘That  Joseph  Belcher,  President  of  said  corporation,  and  chairman  of 
said  committee,  is  hereby  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Alden 
Kindred  of  America,  Inc.,  to  sign,  seal  and  deliver  the  lease,  a  duplicate  of 
which  is  attached,  of  the  premises  herein  before  described  to  Charles  L.  Alden 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts.”  ’ 
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“  ‘a  true  copy  attest”  ’ 

“  ‘This  Indenture,  made  the  first  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one.’  ” 

“  ‘Witnesseth,  that  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America,  a  duly  organized 
corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  do  hereby 
lease,  demise,  and  let  unto  Charles  L.  Alden  of  Boston,  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk  and  said  Commonwealth,  a  certain  lot  of  land  lying  in  Duxbury  in  the 
County  of  Plymouth  and  said  Commonwealth,  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
being  the  John  Alden  place,  so-called,  bounded  Northerly  on  Alden  Street, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  one-half  (i37/^)  feet;  Easterly  on  land 
now  or  late  of  Georgianna  B.  Wright,  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  one- 
half  (6383/2)  feet;  Southerly  on  other  land  of  said  Wright,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  (256)  feet  and  Westerly  on  the  location  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  Company. 

“  ‘Being  the  same  premises  described  in  deed  from  Gordon  A.  Southworth, 
Guardian,  to  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America  dated  November  13,  1907,  and 
recorded  with  Plymouth  Deeds  book  985,  page  532. 

“  ‘It  is  understood  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto  that  if  said 
Charles  L.  Alden  should  die  during  the  term  of  this  lease  that  said  Alden 
Kindred  of  America  shall  have  the  option  of  cancelling  the  same. 

“  ‘It  is  further  agreed  that  the  members  of  the  Alden  Kindred  of  America, 
Inc.,  individually  or  collectively  shall  have  the  right  of  entrance  or  assembly 
upon  the  premises  at  any  time  without  charge  or  cost. 

“  ‘It  is  further  agreed  that  no  outlay  of  money  paid  upon  the  property 
or  to  be  paid  by  Charles  L.  Alden  shall  become  a  lien  or  attachment  upon  said 
property,  at  the  termination  of  this  lease  or  upon  his  death  or  at  any  other 
time. 

“  ‘To  Hold  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  first  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one,  yielding  and  paying  therefor  the 
rent  of  one  dollar  and  other  good  and  valuable  considerations  annually. 

“  ‘And  said  Lessee  does  promise  to  pay  said  rent  annually  and  to  quit 
and  deliver  up  the  premises  to  the  Lessor,  its  attorney,  peaceably  and  quietly, 
at  the  end  of  the  term,  in  as  good  order  and  condition,  reasonable  use  anci 
wearing  thereof,  fire  and  other  unavoidable  casualties  excepted,  as  the  same 
now  are,  or  may  be  put  into  by  the  said  Lessor,  and  to  pay  the  rent  as  above 
stated,  during  the  term,  and  also  the  rent  as  above  stated,  for  such  further 
time  as  the  Lessee  may  hold  the  same,  and  not  make  or  suffer  any  waste 
thereof;  nor  lease,  nor  underlet,  nor  permit  any  other  person  or  persons  to 
occupy  or  improve  the  same,  or  make  or  suffer  to  be  made  any  alteration 
therein,  but  with  the  approbation  of  the  Lessor  thereto,  in  writing,  having 
been  first  obtained;  and  that  the  Lessor  may  enter  to  view  and  make  improve¬ 
ments,  and  to  expel  the  Lessee,  if  he  shall  fail  to  pay  the  rent  as  aforesaid,  or 
make  or  suffer  any  strip  or  waste  thereof. 

“  ‘And  provided  also,  that  in  case  the  premises  or  any  part  thereof, 
during  said  term,  be  destroyed  or  damaged  by  fire  or  other  unavoidable 
casualty,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  thereby  rendered  unfit  for  use  and  habita¬ 
tion,  the,  and  in  such  case,  the  rent  hereinbefore  reserved,  or  a  just  and  pro¬ 
portional  part  thereof,  according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injuries 
sustained,  shall  be  suspended  or  abated  until  the  said  premises  shall  have 
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been  put  in  proper  condition  for  use  and  habitation  by  the  said  Lessor,  or  these 
presents  shall  thereby  be  determined  and  ended  at  the  election  of  the  said 
Lessor  or  its  legal  representatives. 

“  ‘In  Witness  Whereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  interchangeably 
set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written.’  ” 

“  \Signed)  Joseph  Belcher 
“  'Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  present  of 

“  '{Signed)  Charles  L.  Alden’  ” 

“  f  Signed)  S.  M.  Sinnott.’  ” 

The  records  show  that  at  the  annual  reunion  held  at  Dux- 
bury,  July  I2,  1922, 

“The  President,  Joseph  Belcher,  announced  that  the  lease  of  the  Alden 
Homestead  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden,  Treasurer,  by  the 
Executive  Committee  who  had  been  given  power  to  act  on  the  same  and  the 
lease  was  present  if  any  member  wished  to  see  it.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  June  6,  1925, 
it  is  recorded: 

“On  motion  of  Almira  Simmons  it  was  voted  that  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  endorse  the  erection  by  Charles  L.  Alden  of  certain  buildings  at  Dux- 
bury. 

“Charles  L.  Alden  announced  that  he  takes  care  of  every  expense,  taxes, 
insurance  and  repairs  to  the  building.  After  discussion  of  the  fact  that 
fundamental  expenses  are  usually  paid  by  the  lessor  it  was  voted  that,  ‘Al¬ 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  lease  it  is  understood  by  both  parties  that  the 
(lessee)  lessor  shall  pay  taxes  and  insurance  on  the  property  as  long  as  lease 
stands.’  Mr.  Alden  then  told  of  his  erection  of  a  log  cabin  which  is  used 
as  a  tea-room  and  invited  the  Executive  Committee  with  their  husbands  and 
wives  to  be  his  guests  there  at  the  annual  meeting.” 

So  much  for  the  actual  legislation  concerning  the  ownership 
of  the  house  since  its  original  conception.  As  to  its  description 
the  house  is  typical  of  its  class.  With  its  sensibly  plain  exterior, 
its  rectangular  plan,  its  big  central  chimney,  it  reproduced  in 
terms  of  wood  the  brick  or  stone  house  of  the  prosperous  English 
yeoman  or  farmer.  In  its  size,  its  look  of  dignity,  its  spacious 
rooms,  its  evidences  of  old-fashioned  comfort,  it  tells  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  affluence  to  which  the  leading  members  of  the  colony 
must  have  risen  not  many  years  after  enduring  the  privations 
and  struggles  for  existence  that  marked  the  start  of  their  New 
World  life. 

The  house,  both  without  and  within,  probably  looks  today 
much  as  it  did  when  built.  Since  shingled  exteriors  came  after 
those  of  clapboard  in  Colonial  construction,  probably  the  house 
was  originally  clapboarded.  The  present  condition  and  aspect 
of  the  house  are  due  to  its  last  individual  owner,  who,  acting  in 
behalf  of  the  Alden  Kindred,  devoted  himself  to  the  task  as  a 
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labor  of  love,  giving  it  most  painstaking  attention.  Mr.  C.  L. 
Alden  says  that  he  has  not  “restored’’  it  in  the  common  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  term,  for  there  were  no  wornout  elements  to  be  re¬ 
produced.  There  has  been  no  necessity  for  anything  of  the  sort, 
for  the  house  remained  in  extraordinarily  good  condition;  like 
the  usual  run  of  old  New  England  houses  of  its  class  and  its  day 
it  was  admirably  built  of  substantial  and  lasting  materials,  and 
kept  in  repair  by  its  owners  from  the  beginning  to  this  day. 

Hence  depreciation  has  been  slight.  One  of  the  best  of  expert 
examiners  went  through  it  thoroughly;  he  reported  that  he  could 
not  find  the  least  evidence  of  decay  or  wearing  out,  saying  he 
knew  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  stand  in  good  shape  for  at 
least  200  years  to  come. 

No  attempt  was  made  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Alden  to  make  the  house 
represent,  in  its  interior,  what  it  probably  looked  like  in  its  first 
year.  In  wallpaper,  furnishing,  and  various  other  things,  it 
frankly  shows  itself  in  the  fashion  an  old  house  would  naturally 
assume  under  continual  inhabitance  by  well-to-do  persons,  their 
standards  of  taste  and  comfort  adapting  themselves  to  their 
wants  as  the  years  passed;  persons  going  out  into  the  world  and 
bringing  back  tokens  of  their  travels  in  the  shape  of  choice  China, 
attractive  furniture  and  the  best  sort  of  wallpaper  of  their  day. 
So  all  that  was  needed  to  do  to  the  house  was  to  preserve  the 
old-time  aspect  of  things,  make  needful  repairs,  select  appro¬ 
priate  wallpapers  of  suitably  old-fashioned  designs,  and  choose 
the  sort  of  old  furniture  that  characterized  former  days. 

There  was  a  small  chamber  on  the  ground  floor  and  conven¬ 
ient  to  get  about  from,  warmed  from  the  living-room  with  its 
great  open  fire  of  blazing  logs,  which  would  be  just  the  place  for 
an  old  man.  There  is  excellent  testimony  for  the  assumption 
that  this  small  bedroom  is  the  room  in  which  John^  Alden,  the 
Pilgrim,  died.  Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden  was  told  by  Captain  John 
Alden,  whose  grandfather  had  told  him  that  the  death  of  John 
Alden  in  1687  took  place  in  that  room.  There  was  a  gap  of  only 
sixteen  years  between  John^  Alden’s  death  and  the  birth  of  that 
man’s  grandfather.  Hence  the  information  may  easily  have 
come  from  a  contemporary  of  John  Alden  who  had  first-hand 
knowledge  of  the  fact.. 

Most  attractive  features  of  the  house  are  the  .fittings  and 
furniture,  selected  and  installed  with  scrupulous  care  so  as  to 
enhance  the  old-time  aspect  of  the  rooms,  so  quiet  and  dignified 
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in  their  excellent  design,  by  expressing  the  well-being  of  a  typi¬ 
cal  family  of  the  upper  middle  class  in  the  early  days.  These 
rooms  illustrate  in  a  notable  degree  the  social  history  of  the  Pil¬ 
grims  and  their  descendants,  indicating  the  deserved  prosperity 
that  the  colony  soon  rose  to;  comfortable  living  served  by  a 
plain  domestic  beauty  conspicuously  higher  than  what  later 
periods  had  to  show  before  modernity  had  entered  upon  its  es¬ 
thetic  phases. 

The  collection  of  old-time  furniture  that  gives  the  various 
rooms  their  perfect  aspect  of  colonial  interiors  is  of  uncommon 
quality.  Both  in  character  and  arrangement  this  feature  also  is 
due  to  the  man  who  brought  the  house  into  such  j^rime  condition. 
Mr.  Alden  has  long  been  an  enthusiastic  collector  of  antiques; 
so,  besides  the  fine  examples  owned  by  the  Alden  Kindred  and 
permanently  installed  in  the  house,  there  are  representative 
loans  from  his  owm  rich  collection.  That  part  of  it  now  in  the 
Alden  house  has  been  estimated  to  represent  a  value  of  at  least 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars. 


Another  View  of  Large  Chamber  in  Second  Story — The  Alden  House,  Duxbury,  Mass. 
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In  arranging  the  different  rooms,  the  intention  has  been  to 
give  the  effect  of  a  home  that,  from  the  first,  has  been  inhabited 
by  successive  generations  of  the  same  family.  The  characteris¬ 
tic  furnishings  of  each  room  thus  appear  to  represent  the  best  of 
what  a  continuing  family  of  well-to-do  people  have  accumulated 
in  the  course  of  the  three  and  a  half  centuries  during  which  they 
have  lived  there.  Nowhere  in  these  rooms  is  there  any  of  the 
effect  of  what  may  be  called  the  inanimate  self-consciousness 
that  belongs  to  things  merely  placed  on  show.  There  is  nothing 
of  the  ostentatious  in  the  effect  produced;  nothing  of  the  super¬ 
fluous  or  excessive.  Many  of  these  things  belonged  to  different 
generations  of  the  Aldens  and  are  therefore  of  particular  interest. 
But  much  the  greater  part  simply  represents  the  best  craftsman¬ 
ship  known  by  the  ten  successive  generations  of  the  family  that 
has  always  owned  the  house. 

Until  Mr.  Charles  L.  Alden  had  leased  the  Homestead,  the 
water  used  was  obtained  from  an  old  well  beside  the  house. 
This  well  is  still  there,  with  its  old-fashioned  wellsweep  and 
bucket,  although  no  longer  in  use.  At  considerable  expense  to 
himself,  Mr.  Alden  had  city  water  piped  to  the  House.  He  also 
had  electricity  brought  in  and  the  House  was  completely  wired. 
The  electricians  found  they  had  quite  a  job  doing  this  work,  as 
Mr.  Alden  insisted  the  wiring  must  be  of  the  modern  invisible 
kind.  In  trying  to  put  the  wires  safely  through  the  ceilings,  and 
walls,  the  obstructions  were  many,  but  they  persevered  until 
they  had  the  work  nicely  finished.  With  the  installation  of  run¬ 
ning  water  and  electricity,  a  bathroom  was  furnished. 

Visitors  to  the  House  today  notice  the  big  fireplace  in  the 
kitchen  and  the  big  chimney.  Looking  at  the  chimney  from  the 
outside  it  is  now  seen  to  have  an  additional  chimney  built  beside 
it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  no  fireplace  seen  in  this  room 
until  some  three  years  after  the  lease  was  given  to  Mr.  Alden. 

It  so  happened  that  in  his  efforts  to  renovate  the  House  and 
furnish  it  in  the  old  style,  Mr.  Alden  was  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  the  counsel  and  advice  of  Wallace  Nutting,  an  expert  in 
Colonial  architecture  and  furnishings. 

One  of  the  first  things  noticed  by  Mr.  Nutting  was  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  fireplace  in  the  kitchen.  After  some  examination  of 
the  walls  and  closets  he  decided  there  was  a  fireplace  there.  He 
told  Mr.  Alden  of  his  conviction  and  wanted  to  know  if  he  cared 
to  take  a  chance  at  tearing  out  some  of  the  partition  that  cov¬ 
ered  the  place  where  the  fireplace  should  be.  He  was  told  to  go 
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to  itj  and  did  so,  with  the  result  that  the  big  kitchen  fireplace 
was  discovered.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  bricks  and  some 
fixing  of  places  where  old  bricks  were  loosening,  the  fireplace  is 
now  in  the  condition  it  was  when  built. 

There  is  no  information  as  to  what  time,  or  under  whose 
occupancy,  this  fireplace  was  closed  up.  It  was  not  known  of  by 
John  W.  Alden,  the  tenant,  at  the  time  the  Alden  Kindred  took 
it  over.  Some  day  this  information  may  come  to  light,  but  it  is 
believed  it  must  have  been  closed  up  two  hundred  years  ago,  at 
least. 

It  was  in  this  fireplace  the  cooking  and  baking  was  done. 
In  the  chimney  back  of  the  fireplace,  at  the  left  side  of  the  spot 
where  the  fire  would  be,  and  about  half-way  between  the  floor 
and  top  of  fireplace  was  the  oven.  This  oven  had  a  wooden  door. 
The  oven  was  heated,  no  doubt,  to  the  proper  heat  for  baking  by 
building  a  fire  in  it,  or  by  shoveling  in  the  hot  embers  from  the 
fire  below,  and  then,  when  the  oven  was  hot  enough  drawing 
them  out  into  the  fire  again.  It  is  also  undoubtedly  true  that 
the  big  fire  in  the  fireplace  lent  its  share  of  heat  toward  keeping 
the  oven  hot. 

After  the  fireplace  had  been  discovered  and  put  in  shape,  as 
of  old,  it  was  discovered  that  the  lean-to  chimney  from  the  fire¬ 
place  to  the  top  of  the  big  chimney,  common  to  homes  built  two 
hundred  or  more  years  ago,  was  missing.  The  purpose  of  this 
lean-to  chimney  was  to  take  away  the  odors  of  cooking.  In  or¬ 
der  to  make  this  job  of  putting  the  fireplace  back  to  its  original 
style,  complete,  Mr.  Alden  had  the  lean-to  chimney  built  in 
again,  and  it  can  be  seen  against  the  main  chimney  as  it  rises 
above  the  house,  as  well  as  from  the  inside  of  the  fireplace. 

The  condition  of  the  shingles  on  the  outside  of  the  Home  is 
such  that  the  stranger  immediately  jumps  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  whole  house  is  badly  off  insofar  as  the  soundness  of  its 
timbers  is  concerned.  Such  is  not  the  case,  as  the  timbers  of  the 
house  are  all  sound.  It  does  appear,  however,  that  in  a  few  years 
it  will  be  necessary  to  reshingle  the  outside  of  the  House.  The 
shingles  on  the  outside  have  been  there  longer  than  any  person 
now  living  can  remember.  The  roof  was  reshingled  about  twelve 
years  ago.  The  shingles  on  the  ell  are  estimated  to  be  about  one 
hundred  sixty  years  old.  They  are  all  hand-shaved  shingles, 
put  on  with  hand-wrought  nails. 

Charles  L.  Alden  stands  high  as  a  connoisseur  of  antique  fur¬ 
niture  or  furnishings,  china,  etc.  One  is  impressed  with  this  as 
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the  various  articles  are  examined.  There  are  many  rare  old 
quilts,  and  rugs,  and  linens  that  are  worth  considerable  amounts. 
It  doesn’t  take  an  expert  to  see  that  the  articles  of  furniture  are 
real  genuine  old  pieces.  There  is  one  highboy  which  is  of  1660 
manufacture.  It  is  one  of  the  very  rare  six-leg  style  highboys 
still  in  existence. 

There  is  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  English,  Colonial  and 
other  china,  glassware,  etc.,  with  pieces  that  have  come  even 
from  Jerusalem,  that  one  could  find  after  prolonged  search.  The 
grand  total  value  of  these  things  that  Mr.  Alden  has  collected 
and  placed  in  the  house  and  spent  on  the  premises  would  probab¬ 
ly  amount  to  thirty-eight  or  forty  thousand  dollars. 

In  addition  to  the  wonderful  collection  of  Mr.  Alden’s  there 
are  scattered  throughout  the  house,  some  of  the  heirlooms  of 
various  members  of  the  Alden  Kindred  who  have  contributed 
them.  It  is  hoped  that  sometime  the  society  may  be  able  to  erect 
a  memorial  building  where  this  rare  collection  can  be  safely 
housed  yet  be  open  to  inspection. 

Some  have  wondered  which  side  was  considered  the  front  of 
the  house,  and  when  told  it  was  the  southerly  exposure  have 
thought  it  strange  to  have  it  so  situated.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  when  the  house  was  originally  built  there  was  no  railroad 
running  near  it  or  through  the  property.  The  land  of  Alden  ex¬ 
tended  for  some  distance  beyond  the  railroad,  so  that  it  cut  right 
through  the  property.  The  present  road  which  crosses  the  rail¬ 
road  east  and  west  is  at  the  back  of  the  house.  Before  the  rail¬ 
road  came  there  was  a  regular  road  running  east  and  west  but 
in  front  of  the  house.  With  the  advent  of  the  railroad  came  the 
closing  of  all  roads  possible  that  crossed  the  tracks. 

Some  members  have  remarked  on  the  buildings  on  the  ground 
like  the  Log  Cabin.  Tea  Room,  and  the  poultry  houses,  and  im¬ 
mediately  have  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  our  treasurer, 
Charles  L.  Alden,  has  degraded  the  place,  cheapened  it,  by  a 
sordid  commercialism.  Really,  that  is  doing  Mr.  Alden  a  great 
injustice.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  thoughts.  He  had 
dreams  of  uniting  the  tract  once  owned  by  John,  the  Pilgrim. 
He  saw  some  forty-odd  years  ago  that  unless  something  was  done 
the  time  would  come  when  the  house  would  go  to  ruin,  or  worse, 
pass  into  strange  hands. 

There  has  never  been  a  time,  with  the  exception  of  1926, 
when  the  estate,  house,  poultry,  and  all  combined  sources  of 
revenue,  met  the  expenses.  Charles  L.  Alden  will  not  live  long 
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enough  to  see  the  day  when  the  revenue  will  ever  be  great  enough 
to  have  reimbursed  him  for  even  a  third  of  his  expenditures  for 
the  upkeep  of  the  property  and  the  improvements  he  has  brought 
about. 

The  lineage  of  Charles  L.  Alden  is  interesting  in  itself.  He 
who  has  done  so  much  to  preserve  this  shrine  of  the  Aldens  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  John,  the  Pilgrim^  who  was  born  about 
^599>  died  12  Sept.  1687^  Duxbury,  married  (about  1622,  by 
Gov.  William  Bradford)  Priscilla  Mullins,  daughter  of  William 
and  Alice  Mullins  (which  parents  died  the  first  winter.)  This 
marriage  was  the  second  or  third  in  the  colony.  John  Alden  was 
not  a  member  of  the  Leyden  Company,  but,  as  Bradford  states, 
“was  hired  for  a  cooper,  at  South-Hampton,  where  the  ship  vic¬ 
tualled;  and,  being  a  hopfull  yong  man,  was  much  desired,  but 
left  to  his  own  liking  to  go  or  stay  when  he  came  here.”  He  was 
thus  about  twenty-one  when  he  signed  the  Compact  in  the  cabin 
of  the  Mayflower  (the  seventh  signer)  and,  electing  to  stay,  mar¬ 
ried  Priscilla.  John  Alden  proved  a  most  desirable  member  of 
the  Pilgrim  company,  as  is  shown  by  his  life  of  manly  usefulness. 

He  was  one  of  the  eight  Undertakers  in  1627;  was  chosen  one 
of  the  Assistants  in  1633,  and  was  annually  re-elected  until  1641, 
in  which  year  he  was  elected  Deputy  from  Duxbury  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court,  and  continued  to  serve  as  such  until  1650,  when  he 
was  again  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  and  so  continued 
until  his  death,  having  been  for  twenty-two  years  a  senior  mem¬ 
ber  ot  the  Council.  In  1646,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  War  for  Plymouth,  and  served  in  that  capacity,  also, 
for  many  years.  In  1656,  1657  and  1658  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
colony,  having  succeeded  Myles  Standish  in  that  office.  In  1687, 
at  his  death,  he  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  forty-one  signers  of 
the  Compact. 

A  founder  of  Duxbury,  his  home  there  (where  he  lived  many 
years  and  finally  died)  was  at  Eagle-Tree  Pond,  some  two  miles 
north  of  Captain's  Hill  and  eight  miles  from  the  original  Pilgrim 
settlement  at  Plymouth. 

Jonathan^,  his  third  son,  with  whom  he  resided  on  the  old 
homestead,  administered  his  estate  and  made  final  settlement 
with  the  heirs  13  June,  1688.  As  only  eight  children  are  named 
in  this  instrument,  it  was  supposed  until  recently  that  he  had  no 
more.  Bradford,  however,  states  in  his  history  that,  at  the  time 
of  his  writing,  John  Alden  and  his  wife,  Priscilla,  both  were  liv- 
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ing  and  had  eleven  children,  and  that  their  eldest  daughter 
(Elizabeth^)  was  living  and  had  five  children. 

Tradition  says  Priscilla  was  eighteen  when  she  landed  (1620.) 
We  know  nothing  further  of  her — only  as  the  wife  bf  John  Alden 
and  mother  of  his  children — until  1680,  when,  at  the  funeral  of 
Gov.  Josiah  Winslow,  were  present  “the  venerable  John  Alden 
with  Priscilla  on  his  arm.”  Undoubtedly,  she  died  before  her 
husband,  for  there  is  no  mention  of  her  in  notices  of  his  death. 
She  certainly  was  not  alive  in  January,  1688-9,  months 

later;  Elizabeth  (Tillie)  Howland  died  then,  and  mention  is  made 
that  she  was  the  last  but  three  of  the  Mayflower  band.  These 
three  were  Resolved  White,  who  died  in  1690;  John  Cooke,  who 
died  in  Dartmouth,  14  Sept.  1695  (last  male  survivor  of  the 
Mayflower  band);  and,  last  of  all,  Mary  (Allerton)  Cushman, 
in  1699. 


Qenealogy  of 

CHARLES  L. 


ALDEN 


I.  John  Alden,  b.  abt.  1599,  England;  d.  Dux- 
bury,  Mass.,  12  Sept.,  1687;  m.  abt.  1622,  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Mass.,  Priscilla  Mullins,  b.  abt.  1602,  England;  d. 
Duxbury,  Mass. 


Children 


1  Elizabeth,  b.  1623-4,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  d.  31  May,  1717,  Little  Compton,  R.  L; 

m.  20  Dec.,  1644,  William  Pabodie,  — - ,  -  d.  13  Dec.,  1707,  Little 

Compton,  R.  I. 

2  John,  b.  1626,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  d.  14  March,  1701-2,  Boston,  Mass.;  m.  ist, 

Elizabeth  - ,  d.  bef.  1660,  2d;  Elizabeih  (J^hillips,)  Everill,  d.  1695-6. 

3  Joseph,  b.  abt.  1627,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  d.  8  Feb.,  1696-7,  Bridgewater,  Mass.; 

m.  abt.  1659,  Middleborough,  Mass.,  NIarv  Simmons. 

4  Sarah,  b.  abt.  1629,  Duxbury,  Mass.,  d.  — - ;  m.  - ,  Alexander 

Standish,  d.  6  July,  1702. 

5  Jonathan,  b.  abt.  1632,  Duxbury,  Mass.,  d.  14  Feb.,  1697;  m.  10  Dec.,  1672,  Abi¬ 

gail  Hallet'f,  d.  17  Aug.,  1725. 

6  Ruth,  b.  1634-5,  Duxbury,  Mass.,  d.  12  Aug.,  1674,  Braintree,  Mass.;  m.  3  Dec., 

1657,  John  Bass,  d.  12  Sept.,  1716. 

7  Rebecca,  b.  abt.  1637,  Duxbury,  Mass.;  d.  bef.  13  June,  1688. 

8  Priscilla,  b.  abt.  1639,  Duxbury,  Mass. 

9  Mary,  b.  abt.  1643,  Duxbury,  Mass.;  d.  bef.  24  Oct.,  1699;  m.  1667,  Thomas  Delano, 

d.  1 5  April,  1723. 

10  David,  b.  1646,  Duxbury,  Mass.;  d.  1719;  m.  abt.  1670,  Mary  Southworth. 
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II.  Joseph  Alden,  b.  abt.  1627,  Plymouth,  Mass.;  d.  8  Feb.,  1697,  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.;  m.  abt.  1659,  Middleborough,  Mass.,  Mary  Simmons. 

Children  ^ 

1  Isaac,  b.  16 — ;  m.  2  Dec.,  1685,  Mehitable  Allen. 

2  Joseph,  b.  1667;  d.  22  Dec.,  1747,  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  m«  1690,  Hannah  Dunham, 

d.  13  Jan.,  1748,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 

3  John,  b.  1674;  d.  29  Sept.,  1730;  m.  Hannah  White,  d.  5  Oct.,  1732. 

4  Hopestill? - ;  m.  Joseph  Snow?  {not  proved^ 

5  Elizabeth,  b.  167-;  d.  8  May,  1705;  m.  12  Dec.,  1693,  Benjamin  Snow,  d.  28  May, 

1743- 

6  Mercy,  b.  16 - ;  m.  June,  1688,  John  Burrell,  d.  16  Nov.,  1731. 

7  Sarah,  b. - — ;  d.  - ;  m.  Joseph  Crossman. 

III.  Joseph  Alden,  b.  1667;  d.  22  Dec.,  1747,  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  m. 
1690,  Hannah  Dunham,  d.  13  Jan.,  1748,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 

Children 

1  Daniel,  b.  29  Jan.,  1690-1,  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  d.  3  May,  1767,  Stafford,  Conn.; 

m.  1717,  Abigail  Shaw. 

2  Joseph,  b.  24  Aug.,  1693;  m.  19  Dec.,  1695. 

3  Eleazer,  b.  27  Sept.,  1694;  d.  30  Jan.,  1773;  m.  ii  May,  1820,  Bridgewater,  Mass., 

Martha  Shaw,  d.  6  Jan.,  1769. 

4  Hannah,  b.  i  Feb.,  1696;  d.  1777;  m.  29  March,  1722,  Mark.  Lothrop. 

5  Mary,  b.  10  Apr.,  1699;  d.  14  Feb.,  1782;  m.  10  Feb.,  1719,  Timothy  Edson,  d.  9 

Sept.,  1775. 

6  Joseph,  b.  5  Sept.,  1700;  d.  25  Oct.,  1704. 

7  Jonathan,  b.  3  Dec.,  1703;  d.  10  Nov.,  1704. 

8  Samuel,  b.  20  Aug.,  1705;  d.  1785,  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  m.  ist,  1728,  Abiah  Edson; 

m.  2d,  28  Dec.,  1752,  Rebecca  Washburn. 

9  Mehitable,  b.  18  Oct.,  1707;  d.  ii  Apr.,  1739;  m.  Barnabas  Eaton. 

10  Seth,  b.  6  July,  1710;  d.  6  Sept.,  1784,  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  m.  1st,  i  Jan.,  1739-40, 
Mehitable  Carver,  d.  14  Feb.,  1757;  m.  2d,  Jael  Hayward. 


IV.  Samuel  Alden,  b.  20  Aug.,  1705,  Bridgewater,  Mass.;  d.  1785;  m. 
1st,  1728,  Abiah  Edson,  b.  6  Apr.,  1706;  m.  2d,  28  Dec.,  1752,  Rebecca 
Washburn. 

Children 

1  Abiah,  b.  24  Feb.,  1729;  d. - ;  m.  25'Nov.,  1751,  Seth  Harris,  d.  1797. 

2  Mehitable,  b.  27  Apr.,  1732;  d. - ;  m.  Jan.,  1755,  Joshua  Packard. 

3  Sarah,  b.  25  Mar.,  1734;  d. - ;  m. - ,  Timothy  Packard. 

4  Samuel,  b.  7  Apr.,  1736;  d.  28  May,  1816;  m.  Hannah  Williams. 

5  JosiAH,  b.  26  May,  1738;  d. - ;  m.  Bathsheba  Jones. 

6  Simeon,  b.  10  May,  1740;  d. - ;  m.  23'May,  1763,'^MARY  Packard. 

7  Silas,  b.  1743;  d.  12  Mar.,  1766. 

8  Mary,  b. - ;  d. - 

9  Hosea,  b. - ;  d. - 

10  Child  {name  unknown)  b. 


;  d.  29  Sept.,  1744. 
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V.  Samuel  Alden,  b.  1736;  d.  1816;  m.  Hannah  Williams. 

Children 

1  Daniel,  b. - — ;  d.  10  Sept.,  1799;  m.  18  Dec.,  1786,  Sally  Cajiy,  d.  Mar.  5,  1846. 

2  Silas  {Ded)  b.  5  Aug.,  1765;  d.  18  Apr.,  1842;  m.  Charity  Staples. 

3  Joseph,  b. - ;  d.  1851;  m.  Prudence  Macomber. 

4  Samuel,  b. - ;  d.  20  May,  1857;  m.  1799,  Sally  Ford,  d.  Aug.  10,  1747. 

5  William,  b.  1772;  d.  Feb.,  1856;  m.  1803,  Thankful  Linfield. 

6  Hosea,  b. - ;  d. - . 

7  Hannah,  b. - ;  d. - ;  m.  Seth  Copeland. 

8  Seth  {Ded)  b.  3  Nov.,  1777;  d.  3  June,  1838;  m.  ist,  ii  Jan.,  1802,  Harmony  South- 

worth,  b.  1781,  d.  24  May,  1823;  m.  2d,  Betsey  Littlefield,  b.  3  Oct.,  1790, 
d.  28  Jan.,  1842. 

9  Hosea  {again)  b. - ;  d.  5  Mar.,  1 837;  m.  1817,  Mille  Edson,  b.  — — ,  d.  i  851. 

VI.  Seth  Alden  (Deacon)  b.  3  Nov.,  1777;  d.  3  June,  1838;  m.  ist,  1 1  Jan., 
1802,  Harmony  Southworth,  b.  1781,  d.  24  May,  1823;  m.  2d,  Betsey, 
Littlefield,  b.  3  Oct.,  1790,  ci.  28  Jan.,  1842. 

Children 

1  Lysander,  b.  12  Aug.,  1804;  d.  28  Nov.,  1808. 

2  Eunice,  b.  27  Nov.,  1806;  d. - ;  m.  1824,  Howard  Alger. 

3  Azel,  b.  I  Mar.,  1809;  - ;  m.  15  Oct.,  1837,  Marv  Harris. 

4  A  twin,  b.  22  Feb.,  1811;  d.  22  b'eb.,  1811. 

5  A  twin,  b.  22  Feb.,  i8ii;  d.  22  Feb.,  i8ii. 

6  Lysander,  b.  21  Jan.,  1812;  d. - ;  m.  22  Feb.,  1830,  Louisa  Harris  Ross. 

7  Samuel,  b.  12  Sept.,  1814;  d.  24  May,  1853;  m.  Elmira  Alden  (dau.  of  a  Joseph 

Alden.) 

8  Adoniram  Judson,  b.  30  May,  1817;  d.  22  Nov.,  1819  (burned  to  death.) 

9  Adoniram  Judson  {again)  b.  25  Nov.,  1819;  d. - ;  m.  1841,  .4lmira  Whiting. 

10  Southworth  {a  twin)  b.  13  May,  1823;  d.  3  Nov.,  1890  at  Avon,  Mass.;  in.  10  July, 

1850,  Eliazbeth  Curtis,  Winchester. 

11  Seth  {a  twin)  b.  13  May,  1823;  d. - ;  m.  ist,  Polly  Jones;  m.  2d,  Augusta 

Blanchard. 

12  Ann  Amelia  {child  of  2d  wife)  b.  3  Aug.,  1826;  d. - ;  m.  9  May,  1846;  Isaac 

Blanchard. 

13  Nathaniel  Littlefield  {child  of  2d  wife)  b.  13  June,  1828;  m.  13  Aug.,  1847,  Mary 

Jane  Andrews. 

14  Isaac  {child  of  2d  wife)  b.  10  Dec.,  1830,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.;  d.  Aug.  28,  1906, 

Minneapolis,  Minn.;  m.  1854,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.,  Hannah  S.  Rice,  b.  18  Feb., 
1836,  East  Brookfield,  Vt.,  d.  1908,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

15  James  {child  of  2d  wife)  b.  7  Sept.,  1835. 

VII.  Isaac  Alden,  b.  10  Dec.,  1830,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.pd.  28  Aug., 
1906,  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  m.  1854,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.,  Hannah  S.  Rice, 
b.  18  Eeb.,  1836,  East  Brookfield,  Mass.,  d.  1908,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Children 

I  Carrie  Florence,  b.  12  June,  1856,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.;;d.  - ;  m.  1878, 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Frank  H.  Nutter. 

Charles  L.,  b.  29  Nov.,  1858,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.;  m.  13  Sept.,  1883,  Hyde  Park, 
M  ass.,  Bessie  L.  Wheeler,  b.  6  Nov.,  i860.  East  Medway,  Mass. 
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3  John  W.,  b.  i8  Apr.,  1864,  Newport,  N.  H.;  d.  ii  July,  1931;  m.  1892,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  Rachel  Craig. 

Children 

1  Craigs  b.  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  3  July  1893. 

2  John  fV.y  Jr.y  b.  Boston,  Mass.,  13  Nov.  1894;  d.  13  Jan.  1896. 

3  Willardy  b.  Boston,  Mass.,  13  Nov.  1894;  d.  3  Dec.  1894. 

4  Josephine^  b,  Boston,  Mass.,  20  June  1900. 

5  Rachel^  b.  Boston,  Mass.,  23  Mar.  1903. 

6  Priscilla^  b.  Boston,  Mass.,  10  Oct.  1905. 


VIII.  Charles  L.  Alden,  b.  29  Nov.,  1858,  East  Stoughton,  Mass.;  m. 
13  Sept.,  1883,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  Bessie  L.  Wheeler,  b.  6  Nov.,  i860. 
East  Medway,  Mass. 

Children 


I  John,  b.  25  July,  1884,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.;  d.  24  Nov.,  1918;  m.  Beulah  Sturte- 

VANT. 

Children 

I  Priscilla^  b.  23  Feb.,  1915,  Newton,  Mass. 


2  Priscilla,  b.  30  June,  1886,  Westwood,  Mass.;  m.  i  Jan.,  1910,  Hyde  Park,  Mass., 
Webster  B.  Evans. 

Children 

1  Webster  Alden^  b.  22  Jan.,  1911,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

2  Bradford  Alden ^  b.  28  May,  1918,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 


3  Arthur  W.,  b.  28  Sept.,  1888,  Westwood,  Mass.;  m.  29  Sept.,  1923,  Barnstead,  N.  H., 

Marguerite  C.  Hill,  b.  29  Aug.,  1891,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Children 

1  Johny  b.  20  Dec.,  1924,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

2  Beatrice,  b.  10  Aug.,  1929,  Brockton,  Mass. 

4  Charles  L.,  Jr.,  b.  6  June,  1890,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.;  m.  8  Sept.,  1917,  Hyde  Park, 

Mass.,  Dorothy  Evans. 

Children 

I  Barbara  Evans,  b.  20  Feb.,  1923,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

5  Rachel,  b.  20  Dec.,  1892,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.;  m.  2  June,  1926,  Duxbury,  Mass., 

Frederick  Scheller. 

Children 

I  Jean  Alden,  b.  26  Dec.,  1927,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

6  Esther,  b.  7  June,  1895,  Westwood,  Mass,;  m.  27  May,  1918,  Newport  News,  Va., 

Horace  E.  Ayres. 

Children 

1  Betsey  Alden,  b.  4  Mar.,  1920,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

2  Horace  Ewart,  b.  12  Oct.,  1924,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

3  Jane,  b.  17  Oct.,  1927,  Dedham,  Mass. 

7  Myles  S.,  b.  12  Dec.,  1897,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.;  m.  20  Oct.,  1923,  Boston,  Mass., 

Persis  Taylor. 

Children 

1  Jean,  b.  23  July,  1924,  Roxbury,  Mass. 

2  Joan,  b.  23  July,  1924,  Roxbury,  Mass. 

8  Bradford,  b.  13  Dec.,  1899,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.;  d.  6  May,  1901. 


'^:A: 


t 


••J  < 


r' 

% 


't  . 

',  •.■"*■»  7» 


f  n^- 


*'iT 


f . 


VA^HVf'imoW  wrMV. 


mm'^- 


If 


*» 


Mi 


od 


.T!>»j»9(b*ir«  ,cvt»i  ta  ii^qi  ,qful  It  .b  ;.H  .K  ^njqwtiV!  ^.iqA  8i  J  ,.W  hboI  j*  # 

.oi^^3  jaiOAil  ,.7  .K 


V  ' 


«r>tW^O 

j.  -  ^  C  t'HM* W  .4  tYvC)  i 

.Offtl  .n»t  1^1  ^.b  }>pHx  ^rroiiba  J  H  nHT  f 

.i^'Vr  ,33iQ  ^  jfbSJi  .T«^  ti  ,4  ^\kt4KVi'\\  f 

.oci>i  ‘»(ii»[  cif  .4  ,M**t4^wt»T  ^ 

»f.v‘>Qi  .i«M  r,f ,aoj4oa  M  .\'»Xy%i  j 
,  ^O?;.  €>»  «  ,Aoja?j8  .4  ,«AViva7\  d 


?**3  ,8>8i„.voVI  v*  .fi  ,»3a.iA  ..I  z^ujiahD  .lilV 

.c^8i  ..voU  A  ./,«., 3shW  .J  3Msaa  ,.meK  styil  .[,881  ..}««  ri  Is  It 

i  •ufitA  ^ 

h%*»V3^vO 


_  „  /■  - 

-ttmoit  Kuu«a  .a  s8i,t  ^voVl  *1  .b  AtH  .>»)  ,xl»l  it” .8  .liBol  »  1  i 

••nuy  ■pSr  81 


i  .  1 


•  Sfc  • 

A  I*-#*  ti- 


:m 


*-.  .m'ASW') 

’i  ^un^Yt  ,iiqi  .4  i 


'•  ‘r  *• 

,o»^i  ^.no\  j  ,tn.  ,bco«cfet)W  ,d88i  oi  .4  .ajjwohS  'm 

.JKAvJl  ^  JilTftaiiV/. 

.1  i^J  b-n^l  M  A  i  ^ 

obyH  > ,v4M  8^  A  ,nssiK  «  ,a> 

.W  '{’’  ''*  ’  -'f.';  ^ 

,.U  M  .WtriMToa  ,jq:K5  qs  .OT  ;.8!«njM  .boowTu&W  ‘itUi  g^  .d  ,.W  Mumgh  f  * 

.iw;y^  ,iv8i  cfi  .4  ,.uiB  .0  anaa  «ojiaM 

•  ab^n  <x  .J  » 

.eH«W  .nmiijinti  ^QSqt  ,^iA  bi  .4  c 

'■■  -  > 


csr' 


•  t  f 

.8««J  sfciji  .n^,  ,.,q^  t  y  ^ai.o  .8 “,1  ^  »  M: 

““imUiAO  •  '  '  - 


«4.«S  ,^5-4  or  ,d  .vwr:i  I 


a 


■.V  '5 


,irit/djn.n  ,dr^!  ^ol  »  m  ;.iuJ4  ^a^IcabxH  ,£q%i  ,.:M  ot  A  Si  > 

■“  '  '-^f' 


>;  -  » *• 

-A-i  A--  '' 


.iiaM  iVs  ,u  n»ttX.  * 

a  A  ■  i 


a 

fbk 


.♦fftM  »b>JI  ,a'f« ,  uM  4.  d  t^iiTt"! 

i.cmM  ,3ha  I  'jfc^T  « I  ^.4  .tmara  *vx«n>’5  t 

i  %r  ‘TF“s  -  ^  ••'  t  ^  ^ , 

-**'  •  •••*«  .-^>  .*«  «<  .«  f  "  *M 

:i^:M  ^MkTtttgiAi  rft  ••  vAf 


- A.  A>  a*<v 

•IYllnlF«J 


^  ‘  ^  ,y;Au(j»i>fi  ,4^qi  W  A  «tMik^  e 


ft  ••  vj  V 

.Vj*^ 


’|Lj  ^ 

*09*  k  .i>  ;.«t«M  .JiaI  abtH  ^^*$0  n  ,4  .axbiaAtflf  8 


*>■» 


iL:VlkM5  '^;y 


Alden  Homestead 


6i 


The  Old  Home  at  Duxbury 

The  above  is  the  title  of  Chapter  XI  i-n  the  book  '‘^Pilgrim 
Alden^'  by  Agustus  E.  Alden,  published  in  1902. 

Parts  of  the  chapter  are  being  quoted  here,  having  reference 
to  the  House  itself,  to  make  more  complete,  if  possible,  the  men¬ 
tal  picture  the  reader  may  have  of  the  Old  Homestead. 

“Every  recurring  summer  season  counts  scores  of  pilgrims,  descendants  of  that  Pilgrim 
of  other  days,  bound  for  this  Mecca  of  their  race;  and  every  recurring  autumn  finds  as  fruit  of 
this  in  the  pilgrims’  many  homes  a  renewed  and  invigorated  patriotism  and  honest  family  pride. 
For  the  old  house  is  in  a  way  the  symbol  ot  the  splendid  vitality  of  those  in  whose  veins  the 
blood  of  John  Alden  is  perpetuated.  It  is  now  almost  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  that  it  has 
sheltered,  as  still  it  shelters,  children  and  childrens’  children  of  the  family’s  founder. 

“No  other  American  family  can  show  such  a  record  of  local  stability;  and  while  there  are  a 
few  older  houses  in  New  England,  there  is  none  which  has  been  held  so  long  in  the  family  of  the 
original  builder.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  record  may  be  continued  unbroken,  and  that  while 
the  house  is  preserved  it  may  remain  in  the  hands  of  its  builder’s  kindred. 

“There  is  a  little  knoll  upon  which  John  Alden’s  first  Duxbury  home  was  reared — in  1627, 
the  weather-worn  slab,  there  erected,  tells  us.  To  the  south  of  this  knoll  is  meadowland  leading 
down  to  the  wooded  shores  of  Eagle  Tree  Pond — a  beautiful  little  lake,  in  summer  fringed  with 
rushes  and  water  lilies,  its  tree-clad  borders  eloquent  with  the  bird-poetry  native  to  New  England 
woodland.  Most  interesting  of  all  are  the  ancient  Eagle  Trees  from  which  the  pond  derived  its 
name.  These  two  trees  stand  solitary  in  the  midst  of  swamp  fields,  their  strained  and  twisted 
branches,  once  the  favorite  perches  of  the  now-vanished  eagles,  mutely  attesting  their  long- 
endured  struggle  with  wind  and  frost. 

“The  landscape  is  characteristic  of  the  vicinity.  On  every  side  are  fields  and  lowlands,  al¬ 
ternating  meadow  and  garden,  house  lot  and  wood  lot.  Occasionally,  rising  abruptly  from  the 
lower  level,  a  hill  or  group  of  hills  such  as  the  tall  land-rise  to  the  east  which  protects  the  home¬ 
stead  on  the  seaward  side.  Of  course  there  are  houses — of  many  types  and  generations,  from 
the  strong-founded  dwellings  of  the  first  comers  to  the  snugly  comfortable  modern  cottage. 

«  1):  *  *  *  *  * 

“At  first  step — if  we  go  in  by  the  front  door  which  faces  south — we  find  ourselves  in  a  little 
hallway  with  doors  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  and  before  us,  creeping  up  the  broad  central 
buttress  of  chimney,  a  narrow  wooden  stairway,  almost  ladder-like  in  its  steepness.  We  stop, 
perhaps,  to  note  the  old  woodwork  with  marks  of  the  original  tooling,  crude  but  hearty,  still 
plain,  and  those  other  scars  due  to  the  wear  and  accident  of  time.  How  many,  many  feet  have 
trodden  these  stairs — beginning,  it  may  be,  as  creeping  children  to  whom  the  surmounting  of 
each  separate  step  is  new  achievement;  ending  as  the  trembling  octogenarian  who  steadies  his 
slow  descent  by  careful  grasp  of  the  rude  hand-rail.  A  stairway  is  somehow  always  symbolic  of 
the  risings  and  settings  of  the  lives  of  those  who  pass  up  and  down. 

“But  we  do  not  follow  the  stair  now.  We  turn  rather  to  the  door  at  the  right  and  enter  the 
Great  Room,  as  our  fathers  called  the  apartment  wherein  was  centered  the  social  dignities  of 
their  home  life.  This  room  is  about  seventeen  by  twenty  feet  in  its  horizontal  dimensions  and 
about  nine  feet  high.  There  are  windows — each  with  its  twelve  small  panes — on  both  the  southern 
and  eastern  sides  of  the  room. 

“In  addition  to  the  door  leading  from  the  hallway,  there  is  another  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  chimney  opening  into  the  living  room.  Originally  nearly  the  whole  western  side  of  the  Great 
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A  Men  Ho7ne  stead 


Room  was  occupied  by  a  capacious  fireplace  hollowed  out  on  this  side  of  the  big  chimney,  but 
later  most  the  of  space  was  covered  with  a  paneling  of  wood,  and  a  small  iron  grate,  about  sixty 
years  old,  is  the  modern  means  of  heating.  In  this  room  are  gathered  the  few  relics  of  the  early 
dwellers  that  still  remain  in  the  house— plates  and  platters  of  old  pewter,  one  or  two  antique 
chairs,  bits  of  hand-wrought  iron.  There  is  also  here  to  be  seen  a  large  picture  representing 
John  Alden  in  his  courtship  days  holding  the  yarn  which  Priscilla,  with'pretty  tyranny,  winds 
for  her  spinning.  This  picture,  they  tell  us,  was  designed  by  Mr.  John  Tolman  Alden  of  St. 
Louis,  and  executed  at  his  order. 

“In  one  corner  of  the  room  is  a  built-in  cupboard,  and  here,  we  may  imagine,  the  Pilgrim 
Father  must  have  kept  his  choicer  treasures,  his  books,  and  among  them  that  well-thumbed 
Bible  which  lies  under  the  glass  in  Pilgrim  Hall  at  Plymouth.  Doubtless  it  was  in  this  room 
that  the  family  prayers  were  held,  and  so  we  think  of  John  and  Priscilla  in  their  maturer  years, 
with  children  and  grandchildren  gathered  about  them,  leading  the  simple  devotions  of  morning 
and  evening  after  the  custom  of  those  of  the  Congregation  of  Leyden.  Later,  perhaps,  when  the 
son  Jonathan  had  succeeded  to  the  headship  of  the  family,  and  okl  eyes  were  less  ready  in  follow¬ 
ing  even  familiar  texts,  they  must  still  have  gathered  as  before,  except  that  now  the  grantlsire 
held  son’s  son  on  his  knee  while  the  two  listened  to  the  deep-voiced  reading  of  him  who  had 
succeeded  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  active  family  leadership. 

“Near  this  corner  cupboard  or  closet  is  a  panel  of  wood  behind  which,  being  raised,  you 
may  see  the  date  of  the  erection  of  the  house,  ‘1653’,  cut  into  the  planking.  It  was  a  goodly 
custom  of  the  early  builder  and  has  preserved  to  us  the  date  of  building  of  the  Munroe  Tavern 
at  Lexington  and  other  okl  structures  of  historic  interest. 

“Passing  from  the  Great  Room,  we  enter  the  Living  Room.  This  was  in  olden  times  pre¬ 
eminently  the  woman’s  domain,  and  consequently  here  centered  all  the  livelier  domestic  activ¬ 
ities.  It  is  a  long,  narrow  room,  less  than  a  dozen  feet  wide  and  in  length  fully  three-fourths 
of  the  longer  dimension  of'the  house,  and  that  is  forty  feet  or  more.  At  the  eastern  side  of  it  is 
an  entry-way  and  door;  at  the  western  a  small  bed-room.  On  the  northern  side  are  windows  and 
doorway  leading  into  the  annex  added  in  later  years  to  the  original  house. 

“Opposite  is  a  broadside  of  the  great  chimney — twelve  or  fifteen  feet  square  at  the  base — 
and  here  formerly  was  another  huge  fireplace,  the  most  important  in  the  house,  since  it  was  the 
hearth  of  the  cookery.  We  cannot  think  of  those  early  New  England  dinners,  especially  when 
the  great  Thanksgiving  feast  came  round,  without  a  certain  appetitive  wistlulness  for  the  good 
things  of  other  days.  We  wonder,  too,  how  far  the  delicacies  which  we  are  accustomed  to  associate 
with  that  season  of  cheer  were  known  to  its  mistress  when  the  big  fireplace  cooked  its  first  'fhanks- 
giving  dinner.  The  turkey  certainly — but  the  Indian  pudding,  the  brown  bread,  the  chowders, 
the  pumpkin  and  above  all  the  toothsome  mince  pie — all  these  higher  achievements  of  New 
England  cookery. 

“Doubtless  Priscilla  played  her  part  in  the  development  of  these  dainties,  and  it  would 
be  vastly  interesting  to  her  descendants  to  know  just  what  that  part  was.  The  housewife  in  those 
days  was  thrown  much  upon  her  own  resources  and  inventiveness — lor  which  may  posterity  ever 
be  grateful! — and  the  creations  of  her  handicraft  reflect  no  small  credit  on  the  vigor  ol  her  abili¬ 
ties.  Something  may  have  been  borrowed  from  the  Indians — raw  materials — but  the  culinary 
achievement  was  hers. 

“In  the  early  days  the  Living  Room  served  not  only  as  kitchen  and  dining  room,  but  also 
as  nursery,  sewing  and  spinning  room,  and  as  gathering  hall  for  family  life  and  neighborly  gossip. 
Here  in  preference  to  the  more  austere  Great  Room  the  young  folks  spent  their  winter  evenings 
with  games  and  merry-making,  apples  and  chestnuts  and  cider,  while  oftener  than  not,  we  may 
imagine,  the  elders  chose  this  genial  setting  for  their  own  graver  converse. 

“From  the  Living  Room  we  take  a  peep  into  the  little  bed-room  at  the  western  end  where, 
tradition  has  it,  both  John  and  Priscilla  breathed  their  final  mortal  breath.  It  is  a  tiny  chamber, 
but  it  opened  into  the  warmest  and  cheeriest  of  the  home  apartments  and  so  was  most  suitable 
for  those  subject  to  the  chills  of  approaching  age. 

“We  enter  now  the  parlor,  or  Best  Room,  as  our  forefathers’  more  simply  picturesque 
language  termed  it.  It  is  parallel  with  the  Great  Room  and  of  about  the  same  size.  This  room 
was  doubtless  reserved  for  the  reception  of  functionaries.  Governor  Bradford,  the  elders,  minis¬ 
ters  and  guests  who  came  hither  on  business  or  to  take  counsel  with  Magistrate  Alden.  Doubt¬ 
less,  too,  this  was  the  room  alloted  the  maids  for  the  reception  of  young  men  who  came  a-wooing. 
After  the  marriage,  though,  we  can  imagine  that  the  young  folks  were  glad  to  go  back  to  the 
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Living  Room,  on  their  home  returns,  and  to  the  family  society  there  gathered.  Which  was 
right  enough  and  as  it  ought  to  be,  for  courting  is  at  best  a  selfishness  of  two — necessary,  no 
doubt,  but  happiest  when  gotten  safely  over. 

“Leaving  the  Best  Room,  we  re-enter  the  hallway,  and  now  we  climb  that  curious  narrow 
stairway  up  over  the  broad  shoulder  of  the  chimney.  We  turn  again  to  the  right  and  enter  the 
Guest  Room  which  is  just  above  the  Great  Room.  The  first  thing  to  attract  our  attention  is  the 
odd  three-panelled  door  whereby  we  enter.  We  see  the  characteristics  of  hand  workmanship 
and  when  we  learn  that  the  door  is  reputed  to  have  been  taken  from  the  earlier  house  on  the 
Duxbury  farm,  we  can  but  wonder  if'the  door  may  not  have  been  the  work  of  John  Alden  him¬ 
self,  for  we  know  that  first  of  all  he  was  an  adept  toolsman.  The  low  ceiling,  the  curious  built- 
in  dresser,  the  great  axe-hewn  beams  of  support  in  the  corners,  which  in  this  upper  story  are 
bare  to  the  eye,  are  other  points  of  interest.  We  cannot  but  regret,  here  as  elsewhere  in  the  house, 
the  necessity  for  paint  and  paper  that  conceal  with  immodest  modesty  the  naked  strength  of 
the  primitive  structure.  It  is  so  in  all  the  five  remaining  sleeping  rooms  which  occupy  this  floor 
Only  in  the  queer  little  windows,  the  rough  corner  beams,  the  doors  and  casings  is  the  old  builders’ 
craft  apparent. 

There  is,  however,  a  little  glimpse  of  it  in  the  divided  door  that  leads  into  the  attic  of  the 
annex — a  door  of  the  sort  we  sometimes  see  pictured,  the  lower  half  of  which  kept  truant-tending 
babes  within,  while  the  upper  half,  swung  open,  served  in  fair  weather  as  an  extra  window  and 
sun-vent.  Of  course  that  could  not  have  been  a  use  of  a  door  placed  as  this  one,  and  we  must 
guess  that  it  was  brought  hither  after  having  done  service  elsewhere. 

“Another  odd  door,  with  two  little  diamond-shaped  windows  in  it,  leads  up  to  the  great 
attic  of  the  original  house,  where,  better  than  in  any  other  place,  the  ribs  and  beams  of  the 
house  may  be  observed.  It  is  a  dark  old  attic,  in  the  centre  the  big  plastered  chimney  sloping 
up  to  the  roof,  overhead  bare  rafters,  and  all  about  enough  musty  gloom  to  give  it  the  congenial 
savor  of  antiquity.  We  examine  a  loosened  brick,  probably  an  early  importation  from  England, 
and  see  that  it  is  but  a  rude  precursor  of  the  product  of  the  modern  kiln.  The  hand-wrought 
nails  are  another  reminder  of  the  toilsomeness  of  early  achievement;  and  lastly  there  is  the 
beam,  supposed  to  be  another  relic  of  the  first  house,  the  side  of  which  is  indented  with  holes 
for  the  reception  of  the  wooden  pegs  which  were  used  for  joinings  before  nails  of  any  sort  were 
to  be  had. 

“Most  of  the  attic  accumulation  has  been  taken  away  by  the  successive  generations  of 
those  departing  children  of  the  old  stock  who  wished  to  bear  with  them  some  reminder  of  the 
home  place  and  of  their  birthright.  Still  the  antique  brass  lantern  yonder  in  the  corner,  its  peaked 
top  and  the  round  holes  in  its  metal  sides  which  served  to  emit  the  light  of  the  candle  within, 
is  not  without  interest;  nor  yet  the  old  mirror  frames,  hair  trunks,  the  ‘Yankee  baker’  by  the 
chimney,  the  huge  scoop  and  sugar  scales  that  belonged  to  Major  Alden  of  Revolutionary  days, 
and  the  ledger  begun  in  1771.  Modern  as  these  things  are  in  the  history  of  the  house,  they  seem 
old  to  us  unattached  Americans  of  the  Twentieth  century. 

“Descending,  we  pass  once  more  into  the  open  air,  but  before  leaving  let  us  take  a  peep 
into  the  cellar.  It  is  entered  from  an  out-door  cellarway  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  house.  The 
floor  of  it  is  roughly  cobbled  with  untrimmed  stones,  and  the  walls  are  built  up  in  a  similar 
manner.  We  find  large  chunks  of  mortar  fallen  from  the  poorly  joined  masonry,  and  it  seems  a 
wonder  that  workmanship  so  crude  should  have  endured  so  well.  Overhead  are  the  great  under 
beams  of  the  house.  We  need  not  be  very  tall  to  reach  up  to  them,  and  one  we  find  is  partially 
decayed — another  relic  of  the  first  dwelling,  the  house  historian  tells  you . ’’ 
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Another  View  of  the  Alden  House^  Showing  the  Well 


This  is  an  Exact  Photographic 
Reproduction  of  a  Scallop  Shell 


According  to  Webster’s  Dictionary,  the  Scallop  Shell  is  the 
badge  of  a  Pilgrim.  As  our  forefathers  were  Pilgrims  we  have 
used  the  Scallop  Shell  design  as  a  badge  of  their  Pilgrimage. 
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